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It is the Vision of Christ Church to be an open, welcoming Episcopal congregation living the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. In the power of the Holy Spirit, we seek to nurture our spiritual 
growth through worship and prayer, learning and teaching, support and service. We aspire 
to put Godõs love into action within our own lives, in our congregation and in our world.  

Advent  

Quiet Day  

Friday,  

December 12  

9 a.m. - 1 p.m.  
  

B 
egin the season of Advent this year 
with some time apart ð time apart to 
rest in Godõs presence and to experi-

ence the deeper reality of this season of 
hope.  We will meet in the church.  The day 
will be a combination of guided reflections, 
meditation, and silence, ending with a simple 
lunch of soup and bread.  Led by Adam 
Shoemaker.  Suggested contribution:  $10. If 
you plan to attend, please call Debbie Mos-
kal at 978-475-0529 ext. 10 or email her at
(dmoskal@christchurchandover.org) at the 
Glebe House so that we know how many to 
expect.  

God With Us  
 

Y 
ou might have noticed ð we have a new Prophet schedule.  This edi-
tion covers both December and January, which will give our staff a 
little break at the end of December ð which is a really nice time to 

get a little break!  (And besides, we just canõt expect them to do all they were 
doing before their hours were cut, really!)  Hopefully we havenõt dropped 
too many balls or let too many things fall through the cracks by having to 
think so far ahead.  Youõll find a lot here to digest.  Read up, and take note!  
Thereõs a lot happening around here between now and the end of January. 
 

And so, we have Advent, Christmas, Epiphany ð three liturgical seasons in 
one Prophet!  While each of them is distinct in its meaning and message, there 
are, of course, connections.  If someone were to ask me what it is about 
these three seasons that holds them together ð a poignant theological point 
ð I would have to say it is this:   GOD IS WITH US!   
 

We get a hint of this theme in Advent when we hear the story of the Annun-
ciation.  The angel Gabriel visits Mary, tells her she will bear a child, and says 
that his name will be Immanuel ð the Hebrew word meaning òGod is with 
us.ó  The Christmas story, with all the simple beauty of a child born in a sta-
ble, brings to life for us the profound reality of God taking on our human 
form and choosing to live among us.   It is a story that, inexplicably, we 
never seem to tire of hearing.  The various images and themes of Epiphany, 
beginning with the Wise Men from the East, speak of the spread of this in-
credible revelation to the Gentiles, and the gradual dawning upon the whole 
world of the mystery of God incarnate. 
 

Never has the importance of knowing that òGod is with usó been more im-
portant than it is now!  There is an awful lot of uncertainty in our world and 
increasingly in our individual lives during these turbulent times.  Many of us 
are feeling the shaking of the ground beneath our feet.  Many of the assump-
tions we have lived by no longer apply.  People who once felt secure no 
longer do.  Everything, it seems, is changing! 
 

Weõve all had conversations in recent weeks where we wonder just what will 
happen.  Itõs amazing to me, but Iõve also heard people express a different 
kind of optimism and hope ð not to deny the difficulty and the pain for 
many during these challenging times ð but some are actually looking for the 
opportunities in this crisis to help us do some real soul-searching.  It has 
been said recently that òwe should not waste a crisisó ð in other words, there 
are some powerful lessons to be learned in these times:  what really is impor-
tant in my life?  How can we live more meaningful lives even when our fi-
nancial realities have changed so dramatically? 

Continued on p. 5... 
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Christmas Meals 

for our Neighbors 

in Need  

 

Y 
es, we just completed the 
Thanksgiving meal drive 
for our Neighbors in Need 

and the dinners that came in 
from Christ Church were enjoyed 

by over 100 families in Lawrence and Methuen.  Thank 
you for spending your time and money to provide a com-
plete meal or two (or three!).  These dinners are so appreci-
ated by the families who receive them.  The need is so great 
this year, and there are more requests than ever. 
 
If you are new to Christ Church, you may be surprised by 
our next request ð for Christmas meals!  These two major 
Annual Food Drives fall back-to-back, and this can be de-
manding for many of us.  Just the same, Neighbors in Need 
always manages to meet the need.  Christ Church is one of 
the top contributors for Thanksgiving and Christmas din-
ners and others have come to depend on us. 
 
This is all you need to do: 
 
1.  Purchase the items on the shopping list below.  Except 
for the turkey, please do not include frozen foods. 
2.  Please pack everything in one box with a cover so that 
they are easy to transport. 
3.  Drop the box(es) off at Julie and Tom Childsõ garage 
at 244 South Main Street in Andover anytime on Sunday, 
December 21st. 
 
Here is the shopping list and thank you in advance from all 
those at Neighbors in Need.  Please pass this along to anyone 
who might be interested in participating in this effort. 
 
Adopt-A-Family Food Guidelines for Holiday Dinner 
Basic Dinner: 

Î TurkeyñFrozen OR Canned Ham OR Pork Shoulder 
Î Potatoes (5 pound bag) 
Î Fresh VegetablesñSquash, Broccoli, Onions, Celery, 
Carrots, Yams, etc. 

Î Fresh Fruit 
Î Rice ð Canilla or Carolina (NOT Uncle Benõs or Minute 
Rice) 
Î Canned beans, especially Green Pigeon Peas (gandules) 

Continued on p. 6... 

U TO Thanks You  

 

T 
hank you to all that have contrib-
uted so generously to the United 
Thank Offering. If you would like to join this wonder-

ful ministry, blue boxes are available on the table in the nar-
thex or at the Glebe House. Your prayers and contributions 
really do matter and are wonderful way to say òthank youó 
for all the blessings in our lives. 

Blood Drive a Great Success  

 

O 
n November 15th, Christ Churchõs Menõs Ministry 
organized and coordinated the parishõs first annual 
blood drive.  Many members of the parish, of all 

ages, volunteered their time and donated blood to help 
make this event a huge success. Volunteers helped do every-
thing from event set-up and break-down to working at the 
registration table to working at the òcanteenó to watch after 
those who had recently donated.  The Red Cross recently 
reported that the parish drive saw 70 presenting donors 
(with some turned away due to high donor turn-out) and 
collected a total of 65 productive units of blood including 
20 new donors.  Special thanks go to Chris Gugger for be-
ing the lead organizer for this event! We all look forward to 
another successful parish blood drive next year!  

Gifts for Life  
 

T 
he perfect gift is a lasting gift. For more than 60 
years, Episcopal Relief & Development (ERD) has been 
your trusted partner in reaching out to the world in 

witness of Godõs love. Gifts for Life is one way we do this. 
ERDõs worldwide presence connects us to local leaders to 
ensure your resources are used effectively where they are 
needed most.  
 

This yearõs Gift for Life catalog has over 40 gifts from which 
to choose.  Live your faith and bless your family and friends 
this Christmas. 
 

Î Give families a fresh start with a Flock of Chickens 

Î Nourish school children and encourage learning with 
Food for the Littlest Scholar 

Î Empower women to support their families with Micro-
Credit Loans for Women 

 

Honor your loved ones with gifts that bring lasting change 
to our most vulnerable brothers and sisters throughout the 
world. Catalogs are available at www.er-d.org/Gifts for Life 
or in the narthex or Christ Church Central.  

http://www.episcopalchurch.org/uto.htm
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/uto.htm
http://www.er-d.org
http://www.er-d.org/GiftsForLife/
http://www.er-d.org/GiftsForLife/
http://www.er-d.org/GiftsForLife/1/42/
http://www.er-d.org/GiftsForLife/4/21/
http://www.er-d.org/GiftsForLife/5/26/
http://www.er-d.org/GiftsForLife/5/26/
http://www.er-d.org/GiftsForLife/5/26/
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Godly Patience  

 
òChristian practice can be summed up by the word patience. In the 
New Testament patience means waiting for God for any length of time, 
not going away, and not giving in to boredom or discouragement.ó 

Thomas Keating  
Cistercian priest and monk 

 

I 
 recently heard a clergy colleague, who has enjoyed a 
long and vibrant ministry in our diocese; explain that it 
took him almost ten years of his ordained life to finally 

admit that the most authentic way for him to pray was sim-
ply to sit in silence. The hectic pace of his life and the 
wordiness of his chosen vocation ultimately became a stum-
bling block in his quest for a deeper and ever-more authen-
tic relationship with God. He ultimately found that when-
ever he would try to pray, no matter what he tried to say, 
everything ended up feeling pretty hollow. It was only in the 
silence and stillness of a truly quiet moment to himself that 
he was eventually able to find that deep and authentic con-
nection with God that he had craved for so long. 
 
Silence can be very daunting. We are so programmed to 
move from one activity to the other ð so accustomed to 
running around so as to get everything done, that it can be-
come hard to know how to slow down. So much of our 
daily routines, particularly in the fast-paced world in which 
we live, push against the possibility of genuine silence.    
Most of us are simply not accustomed to having this quiet 
time in our lives.  The idea, therefore, of intentionally find-
ing the time in our day to simply stop what we are doing 
and be silent, can leave us feeling restless or bored or even 
depressed.  So much in our culture, of course, tells us that 
we must find our value in what we do and not in who we 
are. 
 
This spiritual discipline of silence, as a prayer practice, has 
been used by many as a way of breaking through this natu-
ral restlessness - of cultivating what I might call òGodly pa-
tience.ó  Though hard at first, this practice of regularly tak-
ing the time for quiet, even if it is only for a few minutes at 
first, has the capacity to ground us in ways that few other 
òactivitiesó can.  When we are intentionally quiet and still, 
God has ways of entering into our lives in new and pro-
found ways.  When we learn to be patient for that òstill, 
small voice of God,ó we may very well be surprised by what 
we can discover. 
 
This Advent, when Christians throughout the world attempt 

Continued on p 8...  

Education for Ministry to 

Start a New Class in January  
 

L 
ooking for an enriching activity for those long winter 
days and evenings?  That lull after the holidays is an 
ideal time for study and self-reflection, and January 

is an ideal time for resolutions and exploring new inter-
ests.  Why not make Education for Ministry (EFM) one of 
those pursuits?  
 

Education for Ministry (EFM) is an ecumenical distance-
learning theological education program of the School of 
Theology, University of the South, Sewanee, TN.  The pur-
pose of this program is to provide a comprehensive theo-
logical education in a way that is accessible to lay people and 
that empowers them to understand their role as part of the 
"priesthood of all believers.ó  
 

This four-year program consists of a year on the Hebrew 
Scripture (Old Testament), a year on the New Testament, a 
year on church history, and a year on Christian theol-
ogy.  Students may commit to one year of study at a time, or 
choose to follow the course for the entire four years.  
 

EFM is more than a program of scripture and theological 
study.  Through spiritual autobiographies and theological 
reflection on culture, tradition, and the group members' 
own experiences and insights, "EFM'rs" examine and ex-
perience their daily lives as ministry.    The group members 
teach each other by engaging in discussion about the texts 
and their experiences.  
 

For the past three years, we have had a joint group of Christ 
Church and South Church members, and we are looking for 
new members to join our group starting in January.    
 

My hope is to see more involvement in this wonderful pro-
gram of formation and theological education, both from 
members of Christ Church, and members of other churches 

Continued on p. 10... 

The Bishop is Coming!  

 

B 
ishop Tom Shaw, our Diocesan Bishop, will be with 
us for worship on Sunday, January 18, for a sched-
uled visitation.  This is a wonderful opportunity for 

us to be with our òchief pastoró and for him to preach and 
celebrate the Eucharist with us.  It is also a time for our 
bishop to experience the life and vitality of our congrega-
tion.  We will plan a special liturgy for our 10 a.m. service 
that day, as well as a series of events following for our 
bishop to meet with different groups in the parish.  Stay 
tuned for more details in the coming weeks! 
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Christmas Gifts, Hats & 

Mittens  

Join In The Spirit!  

 

T 
he Menõs Ministry is once again 
sponsoring a Christmas Gifts for Children program 
in conjunction with Family Services of Lawrence. 

Each gift is delivered with a hat and/or mittens ~ age and 
size appropriate, attached to the package. 
 

Christ Church Christian Ed students and families are 
encouraged to join this effort by providing winter hats and 
mittens to be included with each gift package gathered by 
the Menõs Ministry. Sizes and colors are not important as we 
will surely be able to use or donate all collected items.  Feel 
free to check in on the Parish Hall display though to see the 
ages of the children chosen. Remember ~ the Stitch & 
Knit table at The St. Nicholas Fair ð Saturday, Dec 6th - 
will have some beautiful items to choose from. Your 
purchase will support the Fair and your donated items will 
support the Gift Drive! 
 

Donated hats and mittens, as well as the wrapped presents, 
can be delivered to the Glebe House Tuesday - Friday, 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. or to the designated bins in the Parish Hall 
on or before Sunday, December 7.  Questions ð call 
Kathleen Bates at 682-6108 or aikmbates@verizon.net or 
kathleenb@isotope.com. 

Pageant  

Rehearsals  
  

R ehearsals are underway for 
the Christmas Eve Pageant.  All 
participants - please plan to sing 

immediately after the service each week 
for 10 minutes. If you have a speaking 
part, then you will rehearse for less 

than 30 minutes each week. The pageant rehearsal schedule 
is: 
   
December 7th - All participants sing. Speakers should have 
lines memorized.  Animals practice entrance with speakers.  
December 14th - All participants sing. Angels practice 
dance with speakers. Costumes distributed. 
December 21st - Dress rehearsal. 
December 24th (Wednesday) - 3:30 p.m. call-time for all 
participants, 4:30 p.m. pageant. 

Enrollment Time 

For 2008 -09 at  

Christ Church  

Childrenôs Center 
  

T 
he time is now!  Enrollment for 
the 2009-10 school year at Christ 
Church Childrenõs Center 

(CCCC) opens to parish members and currently enrolled 
children beginning in December.  Priority status is given to 
parish members for the Parent-Toddler Playtime, playgroup 
and three-year-old programs.  The four-year-old program is 
generally filled with children moving up from the 
threes.  Please call 978-475-4037 for application forms or 
more information.  Our Open House will be held on Janu-
ary 15, 2009 at 7:30 p.m. ( snow date January 22) and any 
spaces left will be made available to the general public at 
that time.  To receive priority placement, application 
forms must be received in the CCCC office by Decem-
ber 31, 2008. 

The year 2009 will include ice cream sundae nights for fami-
lies with entertainment, a workshop for parents and teach-
ers, and a variety of exciting enrichment activities including 
visits from the Pumpernickel Puppets and A Walk in the 
Wild for the children.  We hope to see many new and re-
turning Parish families enrolling for the next school year.  

Currently there are openings at CCCC for all age groups. 
Please call if you or someone you know is interested.   

On January 7, the CCCC Parent Advisory Group is hosting 
a workshop on the topic of Kindergarten Readi-
ness.  Kindergarten teachers, Nicole Radulski and Debbie 
Nichols, will be present to discuss options available for the 
kindergarten year. They will touch upon half-day versus 
whole-day programs and how to know if your child is ready 
for kindergarten.  Please join us if you are interested.  The 
workshop will begin at 7:30 p.m. in the Meeting Room and 
is free. 

Sealed & Sent Forth  

 

I 
f youõre an adult 18 or older who is interested in learn-
ing more about the Episcopal Church, being Con-
firmed, or being Received into the Episcopal Church, 

please speak to either Jeff or Adam about our upcoming 
class. Classes begin Thursday, December 4th at 7 p.m. 

mailto:aikmbates@verizon.net
file:///C:\Documents%20and%20Settings\Debbie\Local%20Settings\Temporary%20Internet%20Files\Content.Outlook\LX08XTEN\kathleenb@isotope.com
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Iõve noticed, and perhaps you have too, how full church has 
been these past few weeks.  To me it says just how impor-
tant weõre all finding it to be together, to share the burden, 
and in some deep way experience the presence of òGod 
with usó as we gather to pray, to share in word and sacra-
ment, and to experience the mystery of Godõs presence in 
and among us.   There is something so very important 
about this in these uncertain times.   
 

Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany are an important time to 
rediscover the meaning of God in our lives, and especially 
how we experience Godõs presence incarnationally ð that is, 
lived out very personally in acts of mercy, kindness, joy, 
peace, and love, in community with one another.   Your 
presence at Christ Church is an important part of what this 
means!  So, a Blessed Advent to you, a very Merry Christ-
mas!, and an Enlightened Epiphany ð as we all come to see 
the light of Godõs presence more fully among us! 
 

See you in church! 
 

Holy Smokes  

as Christmas Gifts  

  

I 
 have the great fire starters for sale at our home.  They 
are made from recycled church candles (Christ Church 
contributes) mixed with sawdust and made into blocks 

that you can place with your briquettes if barbecuing or if 
you are having a fire in your fireplace.  They are $6 and a 
the proceeds benefit Merrimack Valley Habitat for Humanity. 
They make great stocking stuffers.  Please call Margot Bixby 
978-475-5094. 

God with us continued from p. 1. 

Transitions  
 

Baptisms - November 2  
 

Andrew Carney Gust 
Caroline Grace Gust 

Children of Stephen & Megan Gust 
 

Mary Boylston Adams 
Daughter of Samuel and Courtney Adams 

 

Cameron James Palumbo 
Son of Stephen Palumbo and Brandy King 

 

Funerals 
 

Edsall C. Lauder - November 10 
 

Memorials 
 

Kathleen Linnell - November 21 
 

Marshall Darling - November 22 
 

Robert Reddish - November 24 

January Baptism with  

Bishop Shaw  

 

A 
nyone wishing to have their child 
baptized by Bishop Tom Shaw on 
Sunday, January 18th, please contact 

Debbie Moskal at dmoskal@christchurchandover.org or 
978-475-0529 ext. 10. 
 
Baptismal prep classes will be held on Sunday, January 4th 
and 11 from 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. and on Saturday, January 
17th at 1 p.m. 

Thrift Shop News  
 

T 
he Shop provides essential services on a daily basis 
to folks whose budgets are stretched to the limit and 
to those who are simply hunting for bargains.  At 

the same time, with such a great need for conservation and 
recycling, we are successfully turning trash into treasure.     
 

During the last two weeks of December we encourage you 
to bring in your unwanted items ð all we ask is that they be 
clean, saleable, gently used and in good working order ð and 
weõll issue a tax receipt which may be submitted to the IRS 
for 2008. 
 

Please also save large paper or plastic carrier bags from your 
Christmas shopping expedition - leave them in the Parish 
Hall coat closet - perfect for sales of larger items.   
 

For a New Yearõs resolution, consider giving an hour or two 
to help out at the Shop ð talk to some of our newer volun-
teers, Jenna Michaels, Ellen George, Nancy Cornell, Jean 
Johns and Debbie Kelley ð there are so many fun ways to 
contribute to the success of this parish ministry. 
 

Weõre open Monday through Friday from 10 a.m. -  4 p.m., 
and the first three Saturdays from 10 a.m. ð 2 p.m.   The 
Shop will be closed for a well-earned rest Wednesday, De-
cember 24 - Monday, December 29. Happy Holidays to all! 

http://www.merrimackvalleyhabitat.org/
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Changes in Pledge Envelope  

Numbers for 2009  

 

S 
ome Christ Church members will experience a change 
in their pledge envelope numbers for 2009. In order 
to reduce the number of box envelopes by one-third, 

it was necessary to reassign some envelope numbers for 
both envelope users and non-envelope users. This process 
will help the parish save in envelope and shipping expenses. 
In addition, there will be less waste by reducing the number 
of unused box envelopes.  
 
When the 2009 box envelopes are available for pick-up in 
the Parish Hall, please double-check that the name on the 
box is yours. There will be name lists with corresponding 
envelope numbers for reference. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Maria Chan at 978
-475-0529 or at mchan@christchurchandover.org. 

Vestry Notes  

 

Building Plans and Capital Campaign ð the Vestry is 
working hard on our building project and capital campaign 
and we are still inspired by the great enthusiasm expressed 
by our fellow parishioners. Plans are underway to conduct 
our own preliminary phase of the capital campaign. Consid-
ering the current economic situation we are very encour-
aged by the response we have had so far.  
Please pray with us as we proceed with this important un-
dertaking.  
 

2009 Budget ð We are currently constructing next yearõs 
budget and are wrestling with the greatly increased costs of 
running our church. We are especially challenged with the 
increase in health insurance and energy costs. We would 
also like to be able to return the Glebe House staff to full-
working hours and give our staff a salary increase; which 
they have not had in two years.  
 

We hope that you take this into consideration when you fill 
out your pledge cards for 2009 and continue to òpractice 
generosityó as you have done in the past. Pledge cards are 
available at the back of the church, from the Glebe House, 
or by emailing generosity@christchurchandover.org.  
 

2008 ð We would like to take this opportunity to thank you 
for the pledge payments you have made so far this year and 
remind you to make any payments that are still due.  
Again, because of the current economic situation there is 
likely to be a budget shortfall for this year. As there is no 
other way to make up this deficit we would be very grateful 
for any increase in your pledge payments that you could 
make for 2008.  
 

With your help there is much more good work that can be 
done at Christ Church. 
 

Nominating Committee - If you are interested in serving 
on the Vestry, or think you might know someone who 
would, please let a member of the Nominating Committee 
know.  Each year the committee is comprised of the vestry 
members whose terms are expiring. This yearõs members are 
Carol Tringali, Mike Miller, and Jim Harvey along with the 
wardens (Don Delollis and Alison Novello).  
 

Save the date!  -  The Annual Meeting of the Parish of 
Christ Church will be held on Sunday, February 8th.  A light 
lunch will be served and babysitting will be available. 
 

The Wardens 

Î Stuffing Mix and/or Stuffing Ingredients 
Î Cranberry Sauce and/or Cranberries 
Î Gravy 
Î Dessert, or 
Î Pie ingredientsñApples, Squash, Pumpkin, Pie Crust 
Mix, Evaporated Milk. 
 
Options: 
 

Î Coffee or Tea 

Î Cream 

Î Shelf stable 1% milk (e.g., Parmalot) 

Î Salad Vegetables 

Î DessertsñPie, Cake or cupcakes, Cake mix 
Î Baking suppliesñButter, Sugar, Flour 

Î Canned vegetables, preferably low sodium 
Î Bread or Rolls 
Î Nuts 
Î Candy 
Î Candles 
Î Napkins 
 

Neighbors in Need continued from p. 2. 

mailto:mchan@christchurchandover.org
mailto:generosity@christchurchandover.org
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Trinity Instituteôs 39TH   

Theological  Conference   
 

Radical Abundance : 

A Theology of Sustainability  

January 21 ð 23, 2009  

 

C 
hrist Church has partnered with Trinity Institute to 
offer a conference on Radical Abundance which will 
consider unique ways to go beyond recycling and 

work toward a fundamental shift in our culture. In its vision 
of social justice, all people are full partners in healing our 
planet and our social environments, regardless of social or 
economic status.   Come and be part of the environmental 
solution!  Do not feel obligated to attend every session, but 
we urge you to attend as many of the presentations as you 
can. 
 
As a Trinity Institute partner, we will bring, via a high-speed 
video link, world-class speakers to our community:  MacAr-
thur Fellow/Sundance Channel host Majora Carter; envi-
ronmental theologian Timothy Goring; best-selling author 
David Kurten, Professor of New Testament Studies Nestor 
O. Miguel from Buenos Aires; and Sr. Miriam MacGillis, 
preacher. 
 
Trinity Instituteõs opening Eucharist will feature the Trinity 
Choir, considered one of New Yorkõs finest professional 
vocal ensembles, and Paul Winter, a six-time Grammy 
Award-winning saxophonist, bandleader, and composer. 
 
Schedule (all events are at Christ Church) 
 

Wednesday, January 21, 2009 
4:30 p.m.  Opening Reception & Registration 
5:30 p. m.  Reflection 
7 p.m.   Opening Eucharist  
   (Sr. Miriam MacGillis, preacher) 
8:30 p.m.  Adjourn 
 

Thursday, January 22, 2009 
8 a.m.   Continental Breakfast 
9 a.m.   Opening Remarks 
9:15 a.m. Timothy J. Gorringe 
   Presentation and Q&A 
10:45 a.m. Break 
11 a.m.   Reflection 
12:15 p.m.  Lunch 
2 p.m.   N®stor O. Miguel - Presentation and Q&A 

Thursday, January 22, 2009  (continued) 
 

3:30 p.m.  Break 
3:45 p.m.  Reflection 
5 p.m.   Adjourn 
8 p.m.   Special Performance of A Portrait of Rachel 
Carson, written by composer and jazz pianist Marian 
McFarland & the Manhattan Chamber Orchestra 
 

Friday, January 23, 2009 
7 a.m.    Continental Breakfast 
7:30 a.m.   Morning Prayer 
9 a.m.   David C. KurtenñPresentation and Q&A 
10:30 a.m.  Break 
10:45 a.m.   Reflection  
12 p.m.   Lunch 
1 p.m.   Majora CarterñPresentation and Q&A 
2:30 p.m.  Break 
2:45 p.m.  Reflection 
4:15 p.m.  Closing Panel 
5:15 p.m.  Adjourn 
 

Continuedé. 

Trinity Institute continued. 

REGISTRATION FORM  
 

Name:______________________________________ 
 
Address:_____________________________________ 
 
Phone:______________________________________ 
 
Email:______________________________________ 
 
Affiliation:___________________________________ 
 
Cost: $30. Please send registration and checks payable to 

 
The Parish of Christ Church 

25 Central Street, Andover MA  01810.  
Attention: Frances Jennings Dodson 

 
For questions or more information, contact Jim Dodson 
at  (978-683-7268) or jmontyd@comcast.net 
 
For more information on speakers and the theme go to 
www.trinitywallstreet.org/institute 

mailto:jmontyd@comcast.net
http://www.trinitywallstreet.org/institute
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to focus upon ways to spiritually prepare themselves for the 
joyous celebration of Christmas, the coming of the Christ 
child into the world, I would invite you to use this time to 
try to pray in silence ð to take perhaps only a few minutes 
each day to go off on your own and be quiet.  Put it in your 
calendar. Make it a priority to give yourself that gift of si-
lence amidst the increasingly hectic pace of the commercial-
ism that now indelibly marks this time of year.  Try to com-
mit yourself to sitting down with a warm cup of coffee or 
find a special place ð a sacred space ð within your house for 
you to sit down (or even kneel!) when you can do nothing 
but stop and listen for the presence of God in your midst.  
You may even begin to find, as my clergy colleague ulti-
mately did, that, in time, a word or two may slowly begin to 
bubble up to the surface.  I invite you, in this holy season of 
Advent, to give yourself this gift of silence so as to better 
understand what God might be trying to communicate to 
you. 
 
Godõs peace be upon you in this season of peace, 
 

Adam 

Godly silence continued from p. 3. 

20's and 30's  

Christmas Carol 

Party  
 

C 
ome to a 20õs and 30õs Christmas 
Carol party at the Jarrell-Marcinelli home on Sunday 
afternoon, December 14th from 3-6 p.m. Drop by 

to enjoy some socializing with your Christ Church friends 
while sharing Christmas Carols, cookies, and mulled wine!  
There will also be a basket collecting gloves, scarves, and 
hats for elderly homeless persons in Lynn--feel free to bring 
one or more items for the basket!  To RSVP and get direc-
tions, contact Holly at  hollyjm@marcinelli.com. 

YAC Cityreach  

Clothing Drive  

 

O 
ur YAC youth will be heading 
into Boston on December 
12th and 13th for a retreat on 

homelessness organized by Ecclesia Ministries. YAC would 
like to ask for donations of warm clothing such as sweat 
shirts (very popular), sweatpants, coats, jackets, pants, 
gloves, hats or warm shoes. Backpacks in reasonably good 
shape, toiletries, new white socks, and new underwear or t-
shirts would also be very helpful. The community being 
served by Ecclesia Ministries is predominantly men so 
menõs and/or unisex clothing are in high demand.  All do-
nations will be distributed during the retreat to many of the 
homeless community of downtown Boston. Boxes for the 
items are under the table at Christ Church Central (behind 
the Parish Hall). Deadline for the donations is December 
11th.  

Vestry  

Auction!  
 

A 
s part of the St. Nicholas Festival 
on Saturday, December 6th, the 
Annual Vestry Dinner and Auc-

tion will be an event not to be missed!  You can still buy 
tickets ($20/person) by calling the Glebe House at 978-475-
0529. There will be a cash bar.  If you have items to donate 
to either the silent auction or the live auction, please contact 
John Roberts at jjrobert@mitre.org.   

Taizé Service  

Sunday, January 18,  

at 5:00 p.m.  

in the North Chapel  
 

òN 
othing is more conducive to a commun-
ion with the living God than a meditative 
common prayer with, as its high point, 

singing that never ends and that continues in the silence 
of oneõs heart when one is alone again.ó   
 

(Brother Roger of Taiz®) 

Christmas Concerts  

by the Boston Cecilia  
 

Donald Teeters, Conductor  

Barbara Bruns, Organist  

"Christmas in England:  Ancient & Modern"  
 

Friday, December 12 at 8:00 pm 
Church of the Advent, Boston 

 

Sunday, December 14 at 3:00 pm 
All Saints Church, Brookline 

 

T 
he Boston Cecilia Chorus will share the concert with 
the brilliant early music group, Exsultemus, in per-
forming masterpieces by Taverner, Tallis, Byrd, Brit-

ten, Walton, Tavener, and Vaughan Williams. For ticket 

orders, call 617-232-4540 or visit www.bostoncecilia.org.  

mailto:hollyjm@marcinelli.com
mailto:jjrobert@mitre.org
http://www.bostoncecilia.org
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Come  
 

Celebrate  
 

St. Nicholas 

Day   
 

at the Fair!  
 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6  

9 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  
 

O 
ur Table Chairs are hoping everyone in the parish 
will cook, knit, donate or volunteer a couple of 
hours but especially will come and shop to make 

our St. Nicholas Fair successful in every way. Join in the fun 
and fellowship of an old-time church fair. Bring your dona-
tions any time on Friday.  
 

CHRISTMAS GREENS - weõll have wreaths, poinsettias, 
roping, flowering plants and centerpieces.   
 

COUNTRY KITCHEN ð please bring donations of 
cooked turkeys, hams, roast beef, baked beans, and home-
made applesauce, jams, jellies, homemade breads and chut-
neys. 
 

BAKERY- calling all bakers - we need your delicious cakes, 
cookies, pies and homemade goodies.    
 

CHRISTMAS WRAP/ORNAMENTS   - new and un-
usual Christmas ornaments to brighten your tree as well as 
gift wrap for the holidays. 
 

THE BAILEYSõ UNIQUE BOUTIQUE ð special treas-
ures ranging from cut glass to china to handsome boxes and 
framed pictures to Victorian shaving mirrors and sterling 
pieces.  A browserõs delight! 
 

STITCH & KNIT - we welcome all your contributions - 
all items, all sizes.  Buy your hand-made hats and mittens 
for the Menõs Ministry/Childrenõs Christmas Gifts appeal! 
 

GIFTS FROM THE HOLY LAND - lovely olive wood 
items and jewelry. 
 

GOURMET SHOP ð please bring donations of home-
made jellies, jams, spiced or sugared nuts, fudge and  candy, 
pickled specialties, salsa and chutney, hot cocoa and spiced 
tea mixes, flavored oils and vinegars, all tied up in a pretty 
package and ready for gift-giving. 
 

MUSIC ð new and gently used music CDõs. 
 

CHILDRENõS TABLE - affordable gifts and crafts for 
and by children!  Stop by to let the kids do a little shopping 
and try their hand at making that gift for someone spe-
cial.  We will also offer ornaments to be personalized, rainy 
day activity baskets, stocking stuffers, Nativity sets and jew-
elry! 
 

LUNCH  - enjoy a moderately priced but delicious lunch in 
the Parish Hall from 11:30 to 1 while being entertained by 
the CHRIST CHURCH CAROLERS . 
 

Remember, 25% of the proceeds will be given to mission.    
Questions, suggestions or offers of help:  
christmasfair2008@comcast.net 

Continued... 

Fair continued. 

Concert by "Exsultemus"  
 

Saturday, January 24 at 7:30 pm  

Thomas Tallis and the Transformation 

of the English Liturgy  

Shannon Canavan, General Director  

Eric Rice, Music Director  

 

T 
aking its name from the Latin for "let us rejoice," 
Exsultemus joins Boston's leading young singers to 
bring early music's best-known favorites and redis-

covered gems to life as they were when they were first writ-
ten.  Modeled after small estate and chapel choirs of the 
16th and 17th centuries, Exsultemus performs music rang-
ing from Medieval plainchant, to Renaissance masses and 
motets, to Baroque cantatas.  Often performing without a 
conductor, the singers of Exsultemus work together to cre-
ate unique and engaging performances that provide direct 
and compelling communication with their audiences. 
 
The program to be performed at Christ Church will exam-
ine how music in the Church of England changed as a result 
of the Reformation, with the exquisite music of Thomas 
Tallis, William Byrd, John Taverner, and Orlando Gibbons 
taking center stage. 
 
A reception will follow the concert. 
 
Tickets start at just $15 ($10 for students/seniors) and can 
be ordered by calling 857-998-0219. 
For further information, visit www.exsultemus.org 

mailto:christmasfair2008@comcast.net

