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It is the Vision of Christ Church to be an open, welcoming Episcopal congregation living the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. In the power of the Holy Spirit, we seek to nurture our spiritual 
growth through worship and prayer, learning and teaching, support and service. We aspire 
to put Godõs love into action within our own lives, in our congregation and in our world.  

Men's  

Ministry  

Sponsors  

November Blood 

Drive For  

American Red Cross  
 

O 
ne hundred pints of blood!!! Thatõs 
the ambitious goal set by the Men's 
Ministry for their first annual 

blood drive in November. The blood drive, 
overseen by the American Red Cross, will be 
held Saturday, November 15 from 9 a.m. to 
2 p.m. in the Parish Hall. If you would like 
to set up a specific time to donate, you may 
sign up online at www.newenglandblood.org. 
You also may contact Blood Drive Chair-
men Chris Gugger at csgugger@comcast.net 
or Brian Carmichael at briancarmi-
chael@verizon.net and they will coordinate a 
time for you. 
 

To reach this goal, we also must reach out-
side the Christ Church parish community so 
we are encouraging parishioners to contact 
family, friends and neighbors to encourage 
them to donate. Red Cross officials say the 
number one reason people do not donate 
blood is that they have never been asked, so 
please reach out. Anyone age 17 or older, 
weighing at least 110 pounds, may be eligible 
to donate blood. The process generally takes 
less than an hour. If you have questions, 
additional information is available at the Red 
Cross website (www.newenglandblood.org) 
or by calling 1-800-Give Life. 
 

As ambitious as this goal is, achieving it will 
help the Red Cross meet only approximately 
5% of the 2,000 pints used daily by patients 
around the region. While you will never 

Continued on p. 5... 

From the Rectorôs Desk 

 

N 
ovember always begins with All Saintsõ Day.  And thatõs a won-
derful opportunity for us to reflect on those who have gone be-
fore us ð those whose godly and virtuous lives live on as remind-

ers of what it is to live the Kingdom of God in the here and now.   
 

When you read the stories of the saints, they are not often filled with tales 
of prosperity and ease.  In fact, it is quite often the opposite.  The saints 
show us how to live in difficult times, in the face of adversity and some-
times outright persecution.   The saints ð both in ages past and in the here 
and now ð have learned the secret of life.  They are those who have learned 
to live in the presence of God no matter what else might be happening 
around them. 
 

Now doesnõt that sound like a welcome possibility in our own time?! 
 

Over the past few weeks, weõve been confronted on a daily basis with yet 
more tales of woe in the economy, the failures of formerly rock-solid finan-
cial institutions, and the prospect of even more difficult times to come.  
Some will likely lose jobs.  Others will and have already lost wealth.  Weõre 
all likely to feel less secure.  Many are already feeling that way. 
 

I have a hunch that we will all be put to the test in one way or another.  
And that test will show whether we have put our trust in the right things or 
not.  I canõt help but think about the words of Jesus when he said, òLay not 
up for yourselves treasures on earth where moth and rust corrupt, and 
where thieves break through and steal.  But lay up for yourselves treasures 

Continued on p. 8... 

Choral Evensong  

Sunday, November 2 at 5 p.m.  

 
Sung by the Parish Choir in Celebration of All Saintsõ Day 

 
Anthems from John Rutterõs Requiem 

 
Anney Gillotte, soprano 

 
Carolyn Skelton, organ 

 
Barbara Bruns, director 

http://www.newenglandblood.org
mailto:csgugger@comcast.net
mailto:briancarmichael@verizon.net
mailto:briancarmichael@verizon.net
http://www.newenglandblood.org
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Thanksgiving 

Meals for Our 

Neighbors in 

Need  
 

P 
lease shop for a Neighbor in Need.  Again, this is as 
easy as oneétwoéthree and your time and 
thoughtfulness will make a difference to a family this 

Thanksgiving.  
 

This is all you need to do:  
 

1.   Purchase the items on the shopping list. Except for the 
turkey, please do not include frozen foods. 
2.   Put all the food in a box provided by you.  Market Bas-
ket usually has boxes at the front of the store.  Please pack 
everything in one box so that they are easy to transport.    
3.   Drop the box in Brian and Carol Carmichael's garage at 
8 Carmel Road in Andover.  Carmel Road is off Elm Street 
about 1/4 mile from downtown Andover heading towards 
Merrimack College.  Please drop the meal off on Monday, 
November 24th between 2-8 p.m.  The delivery and distri-
bution of the meals will be taken care of!   
 

Here is the shopping list and thank you in advance from all 
those at Neighbors in Need.  Please pass along to anyone who 
might be interested in participating in this effort.   
 

Basic Dinner 
Frozen Turkey 
Potatoes (5 pound bag) 
Fresh Vegetables (suggestions: squash, broccoli, carrots, 
beans, yams, onions, celery)  
Fresh Fruit 
RiceñCanilla or Carolina (not Uncle Benõs or Minute Rice) 
Canned Beans especially Goya pink or Green Pigeon Peas 
Stuffing Mix and/or Stuffing Ingredients  
Cranberry Sauce and/or cranberries 
Bread or Rolls 
Gravy  
Pie Ingredients - apples, squash, pumpkin, pie crust mix, 
evaporated milk 
 

Optional items can be included 
such as coffee or tea, cream, shelf 
stable 1% milk (Parmalot), salad 
vegetables, desserts (cake mixes, 
pie, cake or cupcakes), baking sup-
plies (butter, sugar, flour), canned 
vegetables - low sodium, bread or 
rolls, nuts, candy, candles, napkins. 

Habitat for Humanity 

Work Day  

 

I 
nterested in joining fellow Christ Church 
parishioners in working on a Habitat for 
Humanity project?  A group from Christ Church will 

be working on a Habitat project on November 22 and is 
interested in having others join us on this day.  Please con-
tact David Tringali at (978) 409-1330 or 
david_tringali@comcast.net for more information. 

United Thank  

Offering  

November 23  
 

UTO Vision: We will significantly impact the lives of 
women and children  because of Christõs love. 

 

T 
he United Thank Offeringõs (UTO) new vision for the 
21st century builds upon UTOõs core values of 
thanksgiving, generosity, mission, and ministry and 

upon UTOõs mission to expand the circle of thankful peo-
ple. The United Thank Offeringõs new vision continues its his-
toric mission to address compelling human need and ex-
pand the mission and ministry of the church.  
 

This year in the Diocese of Delhi, North India, UTO has 
granted $59,622.81 to build a vocational training center in 
Kalimpong that will house a comprehensive project to com-
bat cross-border and internal trafficking of women and chil-
dren in Eastern Himalaya. In the Diocese of San Diego, 
UTO is awarding $28,616 to Neighborhood Health Care in 
Pauma Valley to support affordable and accessible dental 
care. In Moody, Alabama, the UTO has awarded $5,500 to 
Bakers on Wheels to purchase a convection oven, which will 
help them serve the needs of the homeless, friendless, sick, 
hungry and disabled in two counties, 70 percent of which 
are women and children.  
 

UTOõs value is so much more than the actual dollars put in 
our òlittle blue box.ó Our act of gratitude for Godõs bless-
ings in our lives provides the means to spread Godõs bless-
ings to others in the form of United Thank Offering grants, 
extending the action of grace throughout the world. 
 

On Sunday, November 23rd, we will be gathering the United 
Thank Offering. Every cent collected from these boxes will 
go to helping women worldwide. What a wonderful way to 
thank the women in our lives. Boxes and envelopes are 
available in the Narthex of the church or at the Glebe 
House. 

mailto:david_tringali@comcast.net
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/uto.htm
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/uto.htm
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/uto.htm
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/uto.htm
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/uto.htm
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/uto.htm
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/uto.htm
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/uto.htm
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/uto.htm


Life at Christ Church  

The Prophet  
Page 3  Volume 49 ,  Issue 10  

Everything Must 

Change  
 

A 
uthor Brian McLarenõs pro-
phetic book by this title is 
the subject of a book group 

beginning on November 14 at 3 p.m. 
in the Meeting Room.  We will meet 

on eight Friday afternoons with holiday weeks off, taking us 
to the end of January.  
 

Hereõs a quote from the book jacket to whet your appetite:  
òStatus-quo Christianity has traded the revolutionary story 
of Jesus for familiar clich®s, pat answers, and domesticated 
programs.  Meanwhile, the world is paralyzed in a complex 
tangle of crises.  According to Brian McLaren, we need to 
apply the core message of Jesus to todayõs global problems.  
Everything Must Change delivers a new, hopeful way to see 
Jesus and his good news so they are not just for the afterlife, 
but for life in this world, too.  Jesus does not simply offer a 
new system of belief patched into an old way of life, but a 
new way of life that changes everything ð personally and 
socially, individually and globally.ó  
 

If youõre reading the electronic version of The Prophet, just 
click on the book cover link above to order it from Ama-
zon, or get it from your favorite local bookstore.  Those 
who cannot attend the book group are strongly encouraged 
to read the book on your own! 

Deanery 

ñNightwatchò Trip 

to New York City  

 

I 
n late October, ten Christ 
Church parishioners (seven teens 
and three adults) piled into a van 

and travelled down to New York City to participate in the 
popular òNightwatchó program at the Cathedral of St. John 
the Divine.  We were given the opportunity to go on this 
trip through the generosity of a Diocesan grant provided to 
support collaboration between the parishes of our Merri-
mack Valley Deanery.  The experience therefore was also a 
chance for some of our parish youth to get to know and 
interact with youth from All Saints Church in Chelmsford, 
St. Anneõs Church in Lowell, St. Paulõs Church in Newbury-
port, and St. James Church in Amesbury. 
 
The Nightwatch program is geared around an overnight 
experience of prayer and worship inside the cavernous 
space of St. John the Divine (the largest Gothic Cathedral in 
the world).  The cathedralõs nave is so long that it is said 
one could lay down the Empire State Building on its side 
and it would fit inside the walls of the church!  It was a truly 
awe-inspiring experience to be inside such a vast space 
throughout the night.  The great size of the ceilings and 
expanse of the walls leaves one with a sense of the enormity 
of the presence of God.  In the evening, the silence of the 
space also invited us into a different kind of spiritual en-
counter seemly far removed from the noise out on the city 
streets.   
 
Our evening experience at the cathedral included an oppor-
tunity to slowly walk a òLabyrinthó (an ancient method of 
prayer), a chance to share in a candlelight meditation where 
we were invited to find our own personal space within the 
Cathedral to be still and quiet, as well as mid-night celebra-
tion of the Holy Eucharist.  Early morning, we were also 
given a complete, inside and out tour of the Cathedral 
grounds.  Though tired and bleary-eyed when we arose, our 
group seemed very grateful to have had the experience in 
such a beautiful space. 
 
On Saturday morning, following the conclusion of the pro-
gram with a brief service of Morning Prayer, we eagerly 
stepped outside the Cathedral grounds to spend the day in 
New York City (thatõs THE greatest city in the world for all 
you New Englanders!!).  In a relatively short amount of 

Continued on p. 6... 

Gifts for Life  
 

T 
he perfect gift is a lasting gift. For more than 60 
years, Episcopal Relief & Development (ERD) has been 
your trusted partner in reaching out to the world in 

witness of Godõs love. Gifts for Life is one way we do this. 
ERDõs worldwide presence connects us to local leaders to 
ensure your resources are used effectively where they are 
needed most.  
 

This yearõs Gift for Life catalog has over 40 gifts from which 
to choose.  Live your faith and bless your family and friends 
this Christmas. 
 

Î Give families a fresh start with a Flock of Chickens 

Î Nourish school children and encourage learning with 
Food for the Littlest Scholar 

Î Empower women to support their families with Micro-
Credit Loans for Women 

 

Honor your loved ones with gifts that bring lasting change 
to our most vulnerable brothers and sisters throughout the 
world. Catalogs are available at www.er-d.org/Gifts for Life 
or in the narthex or Christ Church Central.  

http://www.amazon.com/Everything-Must-Change-Brian-McLaren/dp/0785289364/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1224825075&sr=8-1
http://www.er-d.org
http://www.er-d.org/GiftsForLife/
http://www.er-d.org/GiftsForLife/
http://www.er-d.org/GiftsForLife/1/42/
http://www.er-d.org/GiftsForLife/4/21/
http://www.er-d.org/GiftsForLife/5/26/
http://www.er-d.org/GiftsForLife/5/26/
http://www.er-d.org/GiftsForLife/5/26/
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Christmas  Eve 

Pageant  

 Sign Up  

 

A 
ll interested children are 
encouraged to sign up on 
November 9th following 

the 10 a.m. service for the Christ-
mas Eve pageant. The pag-

eant directors will assign parts after the sign-up, and re-
hearsals will begin the following week. Parent volunteers are 
needed to help out at the rehearsals and/or during the pag-
eant. Please contact Karen Vigurs-Stack at 978-409-2024 or 
kvigursstack@comcast.net if you have any questions or 

would like to volunteer. 

Pageant Rehearsals  
  

R ehearsals will soon be underway for the annual 
Christ Church Christmas Eve Pageant. All partici-
pants - please plan to sing immediately after the 

service each week for 10 minutes. If you have a speaking 
part, then you will rehearse for less than 30 minutes each 
week. The pageant rehearsal schedule is: 
  
November 9th - All participants sign up, followed 
by speaking part auditions. 
November 16th - All participants sing. Speakers should be 
learning their lines. 
November 23rd - All participants sing. Speakers should be 
learning their lines.   
November 30th - NO rehearsal (Thanksgiving Weekend)  
December 7th - All participants sing. Speakers should have 
lines memorized.  Animals practice entrance with speakers.  
December 14th - All participants sing. Angels practice 
dance with speakers. Costumes distributed. 
December 21st - Dress rehearsal. 
December 24th (Wednesday) - 3:30 p.m. call-time for all 
participants, 4:30 pageant  

Childrenôs Center  

Enrollment for 

2009 - 2010  
 

B 
eginning in December, CCCC will 
open enrollment for the 2009-2010 
school year.  First priority is given 

to families who are already enrolled at CCCC.  Priority is 
also given to parish families who are enrolling children in 
the playgroup or three-year-old classes. The morning pro-
gram for four-year-olds is generally filled with returning 
students from the previous year. Three-year-olds may attend 
school three mornings per week (Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday) or two mornings (Tuesday and Thursday) from 9:15 
a.m. until 12 p.m.  Children who turn three between Sep-
tember 1 and December 31, 2009 are eligible for the play-
group program which meets two mornings per week (either 
Tuesday and Thursday or Wednesday and Friday) from 9:15 
until 11:45 a.m.. Information on tuition rates should be 
available in December. There is a 10% discount for the sec-
ond and third siblings in one family enrolled at the same 
time. 

We will begin the registration for the Parent-Toddler Play-
time Program in December as well. Do you want to have 
fun with your toddler without the mess?  The Childrenõs 
Center offers a program for toddlers and their par-
ents.  Come join us for a session of play where you will 
meet other parents and spend quality time with your own 
child.  We will provide the space, activities, and the 
snack.  You just arrive with your child and experience how 

much fun it is to play together.  Any toddler, 18 months to 
2 years-9 months, is eligible for this program. Eight to ten 
children and their parents can participate in each session. 
 

The CCCC programs run on flexible schedules and include 
numerous activities focused on age-appropriate skills a child 
needs to master.  Each class sets up a schedule to meet the 
needs of its particular age group.  Extended Day is offered 
Tuesday and Friday from the close of the morning session 
until 1:30 p.m. and on Wednesday and Thursday until 3 
p.m. at a reasonable additional charge either on a contracted 
or drop-in basis. 
 

If you are interested in enrolling a child in any of the pro-
grams at CCCC, please call 978-475-4037 to request an ap-
plication form.  To receive priority placement, forms 
must be returned by December 12.  There will be an in-
formational Open House on January 15, 2009 at 7:30 
p.m.   Enrollment will open to the general public on January 
16th.   You are welcome to visit the center at any time or to 
drop by the office to pick up application forms or to ask 
questions. 
 

There are currently openings in the morning and afternoon 
programs for four year olds, in Tuesday/Thursday threes 
and in the Playgroup program.  If you or anyone you know 
is interested, please call 978-475-4037 for more information. Continued... 

CCCC continued. 

mailto:kvigursstack@comcast.net
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know to whom will be given your blood, nor will you di-
rectly see the impact of your simple act of generosity, as you 
walk through your daily life in the days after donating, look 
at the people around you and realize that you may have 
saved or simply improved one (or more) of their lives. 
 

The Men's Ministry sincerely thanks you for considering a 
donation. We look forward to seeing as many of you and 
your friends, families and neighbors as possible on Novem-
ber 15. 

Blood Drive continued from p. 1. 

Christ Church 

Cookbook  Now 

Available ! 

 

T 
his delightful and useful 
collection of Christ 
Church family and 

friends' recipes is a terrific gift idea ~ Remember those holi-
day gift baskets for hostesses, teachers, coaches and fam-
ily!  Books are only $10 each and may be purchased on Sun-
days at Coffee Hour or the Glebe House during office 
hours, and will also be available at the St. Nicholas Fair 
(Saturday, December 6th).  If you would like to place 
an order, contact Kathleen Bates at 978-682-6108 or 
(aikmbates@verizon.net or kathleenb@isotope.com. 

Christmas Gifts for 

Needy Children  

 

S 
tockings will be hung again this year 
for needy children in Lawrence.  The 
Menõs Ministry, in association with 

Family Service Inc, is asking you to once again consider 
buying a Christmas gift (approximately $25 value) for a 
child in Lawrence.  Last year, our parish provided gifts for 
70 children and this year we would like to do 80 gifts.  Each 
gift is delivered with a hat and/or mittens, age and size ap-
propriate, attached to the package.  Many of their stories are 
heart-wrenching and we have the opportunity to add a little 
joy to their Christmas.  For some of the children, our gifts 
will be the only ones they receive. 
 

If you would like to participate in this ministry, you can ei-
ther request a childõs information via e-mail from Allen 
Townsend at allentownsend@comcast.net or you can pick a 
name from one of the stockings which will be hung in the 
parish hall after church on November 23.  Wrapped gifts 
should be returned by Sunday, December 7.   
 

The Childrenõs Church School will be collecting hats and 
mittens which we will attach to the gifts.  Consider shop-
ping at the Christ Church St. Nicholas Fair on Saturday, 
December 6th.  The Stitch & Knit table will have some 
beautiful items to choose from.  Your purchase will support 
the Fair and your donated items will support the Gift Drive!  
Kathleen Bates at aikmbates@verizon.net  will be coordi-
nating the Church School collection of hats/mittens.  
 

We hope you will join us in making 
Christmas brighter for these children 
from Lawrence. 
 

Thank you, 
Allen and Carol Townsend  

and  the Menõs Ministry 

Babysitter List  
 

A 
ttention moms and dads of 
young children!  Need a little 
time to do your holiday shop-

ping without the kids along?  Have some 
holiday parties youõd like to go to?  

Weõve had requests for a list of teenagers within the church 
who are available for babysitting.  The teenagers who are on 
this list have received their parentsõ permission to list their 
names and phone numbers. 
 

If you would like a copy of this list, please contact Mary 
Ann Lennon in the church offices at 978-475-0529 ext. 17 
or mlennon@christchurchandover.org, and she will send 
you a copy of the list. 
 

Of course, Christ Church cannot be responsible for check-
ing references, or for any problems that might occur on the 
babysitterõs watch.  We hope that providing this list will be 
helpful both to our young families and to our teenagers! 

Interested in  

Learning to Play 

the Bagpipes?  

 

R ehearsals every Monday night in 
Andover for bagpipe choir. 
Contact Frank D. Rowe, Pipe 

Major, Campbell Highlanders for more 
information: 978-687-2228. 

mailto:aikmbates@verizon.net
mailto:kathleenb@isotope.com
mailto:allentownsend@comcast.net
mailto:aikmbates@verizon.net
mailto:mlennon@christchurchandover.org
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The Andover Thrift 

Shop  
 

A 
fter a nice break in July, the 
Thrift Shop has reopened with 
vigor.  We had an exceptional 

month in September and October is proving to be just as 
good.  For those of you who weren't able to get things to 
the Yard Sale last week, please remember the Thrift Shop as 
you do your fall cleanouts.   
 

Also, for you moms whose kids are back at school, please 
think of giving three hours a week to volunteer at the 
shop.  Don't be afraid!  It's a fun group of people, and it will 
take no time to get you trained and ready to go.   
 

The Thrift Shop is open Monday through Friday. 10 a.m. 
until 4 p.m. and the first three Saturdays of the month from 
10 a.m. until 2 p.m. 
 

The Thrift Shop Board 

time, we managed to stroll around Central Park as well as 
experience some of the craziness of Times Square 
(including lunch at the Hard Rock Caf® and a trip to the 
much anticipated òM & M Worldó).  By the end of the day, 
it seemed as though most of our teens were ready to be-
come New Yorkers! 
 
This trip was a wonderful reminder to me of the gift that we 
share, as Episcopalians, in being a part of a Diocese ð a lar-
ger group of churches to which we all belong even if it may 
sometimes be easy to forget week after week.  The Night-
watch program was a great experience that I am hopeful we 
will be able to do again but one that was made all the richer 
by the presence of youth from so many other Episcopal 
parishes in our area.  Anyone who knows the teens who 
went on this trip will not be surprised by how quickly they 
made new friends and bonded with the others who shared 
the experience with us.  The gift of the whole 2-day event 
was made real to us chaperones during our drive home to 
Andover as we were serenaded by singing for nearly the 
whole ride back.  As we approach Thanksgiving, we can all 
be very thankful for the gift of our parish youth! 
 

Peace, 
 
Adam 

Nightwatch continued from p.3. 

Special Music Events  

In November  
 

Sunday, November 2 at 5:00 p.m. 
Choral Evensong sung by the Parish Choir in  
Celebration of All Saintsõ Day 
 

Anthems from John Rutterõs Requiem 
Anney Gillotte, soprano 
Carolyn Skelton, organ 
Barbara Bruns, director 

 
Sunday, November 23 at 3:00 pm  
at Jordan Hall, Boston 
Concert by the Boston Cecilia Chorus and Orchestra  

 

Mass in B Minor by Johann Sebastian Bach  
Donald Teeters, Conductor 
Barbara Bruns, Associate Conductor and organist 
Ticket information:  www.bostoncecilia.org 

 
Sunday, November 30 at 5:00 pm 
Service of Advent Lessons and Carols 
Sung by the Parish Choir and St. Cecilia Choristers 
 

Anthems by Palestrina, Willcocks, Ravenscroft, wood, and 
Mendelssohn 

Vestry Auction!  
 

A 
s part of the St. Nicholas Festival 
on Saturday, December 6th, the 
Annual Vestry Dinner and Auc-

tion will be an event not to be missed!  Tickets will be on 
sale for $20/person during coffee hour. There will be a cash 
bar.  If you have items to donate to either the silent auction 
or the live auction, please contact Reed Valleau at 
r_valleau@yahoo.com .   

Age 70 -1/2 or Older?   

Needing a Tax Break?  
 

A 
 tax change in the recent òbailoutó bill might affect 
some older Christ Church members. For this year 
and next, anyone who is required to take minimum 

distributions from an IRA (hence those older than 70 1/2) 
can direct their IRA to send a charitable contribution di-
rectly to the charity (Christ Church, of course!) and have 
that money not be counted as taxable income on their fed-
eral return.  If youõd like more information about this, 
please contact Maria Chan (978-475-0529 x16) for more 
information. 

http://www.bostoncecilia.org
mailto:r_valleau@yahoo.com

