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It is the Vision of Christ Church to be an open, welcoming Episcopal congregation living the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. In the power of the Holy Spirit, we seek to nurture our spiritual 
growth through worship and prayer, learning and teaching, support and service. We aspire 
to put Godõs love into action within our own lives, in our congregation and in our world.  

From the Rectorôs Desk 
 

T 
he last two weeks, as I have walked to the 
front of the church after greeting people at 
the end of the service, there they have 

been ð those beautiful children, standing on the 
chancel steps, lining up to rehearse their parts in, 
yes, the Christmas pageant.   
 

It must be Advent!   Thereõs no surer sign! 
 

And, right now, we see in the Parish Hall that 
amazing chimney with those hand-carved wooden 

stockings made by Allen Townsend, letting us all know itõs time to buy a 
Christmas gift for a child who may not otherwise have anything this 
Christmas. 
 

And, oh yes, there will be the Christmas meals we give to Neighbors in 
Need. 
 

There are signs emerging everywhere of the coming of Christ.  Angels 
singing!   Wise men and women bearing gifts!   The poor having good 
news brought to them! 
 

Preparing for the coming of Christ, however, is not just about a lot of 
harried activity in preparation for December 25th.  It is about nothing 
less, finally, than looking for our transformation ð transformation from 

Continued on p. 6... 

Renew & Rejoice!  

N 
ovember was a very busy month for 
companies that have been selected to 
work with us on our Building Cam-

paign. AOS Architects, Terry Byrd Eason De-
sign, C.B. Fisk Organ, and Channel Construction 
have met together to initiate working on the lo-
gistics of the plan.   Simultaneously, the Capital 
Campaign committee (with counsel from Ruo-
tolo Associates Inc.), the Liturgical Design com-
mittee, and the Transition Planning Team are 
hard at work on each of their focus areas.   
  
We are delighted to announce that Scott and 
Susan Richardson will serve as the capital cam-
paign chairs.  Their leadership, along with the 
campaign cabinet, will be instrumental for the 
success of the campaign. Our newly created 

theme, Renew and Rejoice! Honoring our 
175 Year History ð Building for the Future, 
states both the project importance, as well as 
highlights the exciting outcome for our church 
community.  In the coming weeks and months 

Continued on p. 8... 
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Advent Goodies and 

Greens  

 

C 
hrist Church parishioners have ALWAYS en-
joyed homemade treats from our annual Christ-
mas Fair. (Let's face it, we LOVE to eat deli-

cious things!) SO, even though we are not having a fair this year, do not despair. 
We will have an "Advent Goodies and Greens" sale in the Parish Hall after the 
services on Sunday, Dec. 13. It will also be the perfect time to pick up holiday 
plants such as poinsettia and cyclamen for giving or for decorating your home, 
especially if you missed the pre-orders. The Thrift Shop also will have some of 
their wonderful items for sale, and there will be a few other tables selling their 
wares. Bakers are still needed for the Christmas goodies table. Please check out the 
article on page 6.  Come and enjoy what your fellow parishioners have for you! 
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Gifts for Life  
 

T 
he perfect gift is a lasting gift. For more than 60 
years, Episcopal Relief & Development (ERD) has been 
your trusted partner in reaching out to the world in 

witness of Godõs love. Gifts for Life is one way we do this. 
ERDõs worldwide presence connects us to local leaders to 
ensure your resources are used effectively where they are 
needed most.  
 

This yearõs Gift for Life catalog has over 40 gifts from which 
to choose.  Live your faith and bless your family and friends 
this Christmas. 
 

Î Give families a fresh start with a Flock of Chickens 

Î Nourish school children and encourage learning with 
Food for the Littlest Scholar 

Î Empower women to support their families with Micro-
Credit Loans for Women 

 

Honor your loved ones with gifts that bring lasting change 
to our most vulnerable brothers and sisters throughout the 
world. Catalogs are available at www.er-d.org/Gifts for Life 
or in the Narthex or Christ Church Central.  

Christmas Gifts for  

Needy Children  
 

T 
heyõre gone!  The last of the chil-
drenõs names and wishes were 
picked up.  We even had requests 

for a few more than we had.  Over 30 
people e-mailed for names this year because of the Thanks-
giving holiday, and the rest were picked up last Sunday.   
Overall we are getting presents for 84 children this year.  
The children are from Family Service, a private non-profit 
social service agency in Lawrence, programs for foster chil-
dren from CASA, court appointed special advocate program, 
and after school mentoring programs, as well as, The Hancock Pro-
ject through Communities Together.  
  
Thank you all for your generous support.  Please remember 
to return your gifts to the Glebe House from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. on Tuesday through Friday, or in the Parish Hall after 
services on Sunday the 13th.   We are also still collecting 
hats and mittens to add to the presents.  This year in addi-
tion to the many younger children we have a number of 
children between 10 and 18, so we need larger sizes as well.  
If you have any questions please call or e-mail Allen or 
Carol at 978-475-9575 or allentownsend@comcast.net. 
  
Allen and Carol and the Men's Ministry 

Christmas Meals 

for Our 

Neighbors in Need  
 

T 
hank You to everyone who 
contributed Thanksgiving 
dinners to Neighbors in 

Need. Christ Church and Christ Church Childrenõs Center 
came through with 150 meals. It was a tremendous and 
much appreciated contribution! 
 

Now...Round Two is upon us as Christmas approaches. 
Please consider contributing to this Holiday Meal Drive. 
 

Food Guidelines for Christmas Dinner 
Please pack everything except the meat in ONE box with a 
cover so meals are easy to transport and clients can choose 
the meat they want to serve. Drop off your meals in the 
Childõs garage at 244 Main Street in Andover anytime on 
Monday, December  21st. 
 
Basic Diner: 

Î Ham or Pork Loin 

Î Potatoes (5 pound bag) 

Î Rice - Canilla or Carolina (not Uncle Benõs or Minute 
Rice) 

Î Canned beans, esp. Green Pigeon Peas (Grandules) 

Î Fresh Vegetables - Squash, Broccoli, Onions, Celery, 
Carrots, Yams, etc.  

Î Fresh Fruit 

Î Dessert or  é 

Î Pie Ingredients 
 

Options:  

Î Coffee or Tea 

Î  Cream 

Î Shelf stable 1 % milk (Parmalot) 

Î Salad Vegetables 

Î Desserts - Pie, Cake/Cupcakes, Cake mix 

Î Baking supplies - Butter, sugar, Flour 

Î Canned Vegetables - preferably low sodium 

Î Bread or Rolls 

Î Nuts  

Î Candy 

Î Napkins 
 
Thank you again from Neighbors in Need, the Childsõ Family 
and Childs Design & Construction. 

http://www.er-d.org
http://www.er-d.org/GiftsForLife/
http://www.er-d.org/GiftsForLife/
http://www.er-d.org/GiftsForLife/1/42/
http://www.er-d.org/GiftsForLife/4/21/
http://www.er-d.org/GiftsForLife/5/26/
http://www.er-d.org/GiftsForLife/5/26/
http://www.er-d.org/GiftsForLife/5/26/
mailto:allentownsend@comcast.net
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Ways to Observe  

Advent and Christmas  

By the Rev. Adam Shoemaker 
 

T 
he seasons of Advent and Christmas are two of the 
most moving and special times in our Christian cal-
endar.  They engage all of our senses and have the 

power to stir up heart and mind.  They can also capture our 
imaginations as few seasons can and help us to have some 
very meaningful experiences of God.  And yet, this is also 
very often the most hectic time of the year.  Our calendars 
fill up fast and we can end up running all over the place.  
Itõs a season that, sadly, is easily lost to the sensationalism of 
our commercialized culture.  As a result, I am often asked 
by moms and dads around this time of year to suggest ways 
that they might observe this holy time of year that can help 
the whole family to remember, as I have often heard our 
Baptist friends put it, òthe reason for the season.ó 
The following is a short list of basic suggestions, some of 
which might already be a part of your familyõs holiday prac-
tice. 
Ways to help dwell on the Advent themes of waiting, watchfulness, and 
expectation: 
 

Î An Advent Wreath 
An Advent wreath is a very popular way for people to mark 
the beginning of the new church year and to count down 
the Sundays until we celebrate Jesusõ birth.  Weõll be setting 
out a wreath in the church and lighting a candle each Sun-
day till Christmas. The wreath is usually a circular evergreen 
with five candles ð four on the outside and one in the cen-
ter.  The light of the candles symbolizes the light of God 
that enters the world in and through the birth of Christ. The 
number of candles help us to count down the weeks till 
Christmas. 
 

Many people develop a practice around lighting each candle 
by reading scripture or saying a prayer as the candle is lit.  
For children, this can also enhance the moment and make it 
feel more special. 
 

Î An Advent Calendar 
Advent calendars are another engaging way to countdown 
the days until Christmas.  They come in many forms, and 
are widely distributed, but their distinguishing feature is usu-
ally a little door that you or your child can open, each day, 
that usually has something inside (like a picture of a scene 
from Scripture or an ornament for the tree). 
 

Î A Nativity Scene 
A Nativity Scene, sometimes called a òcr¯che,ó is a set of 

Continued on p. 8...  

Winter Book Discussion 

Groups  

By Rosemarie Buxton 
 

W 
ith the approach of Advent and the winter 
months, as the cold weather and darker days 
keep us physically indoors, our thoughts and 

spirits often turn mentally, emotionally, and spiritually in-
ward as well.  Sometimes, the spiritual companionship of 
sharing reflective reading can bring a different kind of 
warmth to our days. 
 

During Advent, we will be reading Henri Nouwenõs Life of 
the Beloved.  With the frenzied activity of the Christmas sea-
son focused on material gifts, this book serves as a reminder 
of the gift of Godõs unconditional love for us, as well as the 
gift of who we are. The group will meet each Sunday 
through December 20 at 11:30 a.m. in the parlor. 
 

During January and February, we will be journeying with 
writer and poet Kathleen Norris as she reflects on the theo-
logical history and her personal history with acedia in Acedia 
& Me.   Acedia, also known as the ònoonday demonó, could 
easily describe the vague inertia and òblueó feelings we ex-
perience in the heart of winter, after the rush of the holidays 
is over.   Norris talks about how other spiritual writers dealt 
with this challenge, as well as her own experiences with this 
òdemon,ó which can either hinder or prod the individual 
toward spiritual growth.   

Trinity Institute:  

Building an Ethical Economy  

By Rosemarie Buxton 
 

T 
he theme of this yearõs Trinity Institute is òBuilding 
an Ethical Economy:  Theology and the Market-
place,ó a timely topic in light of the economic roller 

coaster that this country has experienced over the past year 
or so.  The speakers will include Archbishop Rowan Wil-
liams, Partha Dasgupta, Professor of Economics; Kathryn 
Tanner of University of Chicago Divinity School, and Ber-
nard Ntahoturi, Archbishop of Burundi. 
 

In order to make this conference available to a wider audi-
ence, Christ Church will be presenting the workshop on a 
delayed basis via DVD, which will become available in 
March.  This format will allow more flexibility as to times 
when the lectures can be heard and discussed.     
 

If you would like to be on the committee that will be work-
ing on arrangements for hosting, presenting, and facilitating 
the conference, please contact Rosemarie Buxton at 978-
683-7055, rosebuxton@yahoo.com. 

mailto:rosebuxton@yahoo.com
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Pageant Rehearsals  
  

R ehearsals are underway for 
the Christmas Eve Pageant.  All 
participants - please plan to sing 

immediately after the service each week 
for 10 minutes. If you have a speaking part, 
then you will rehearse for less than 30 min-

utes each week. The pageant rehearsal schedule is: 
 

December 6th - All participants sing. Speakers should have 
lines memorized.  Animals practice entrance with speakers.  
December 13th - All participants sing. Angels practice 
dance with speakers. Costumes distributed. 
December 20th - Dress rehearsal. 
December 24th (Thursday) - 3:00 p.m. call-time for speak-
ers, 3:30 p.m. call-time for animals and angels, 4:30 p.m. 
pageant. 
 

Parent volunteers are needed to help out at rehearsals and/
or during the pageant.  Please contact Karen Vigurs-Stack at 
kvigursstack@comcast.net if you would like to help.  Thank 
you. 

Karen Vigurs-Stack & Diane Hastings 
Co-Directors 

 

 

 

 

 

Do Your Holiday Shopping or 

Plan That Quiet Get Away Lunch 

With a Little Help from the  

J2A  Youth Group  

Emily Ishihara 
 

O 
n Saturday, December 12th (12 p.m.-5 p.m.) and 
Saturday, December 19th (10 a.m. - 4 p.m.), the 
J2A (Journey to Adulthood) Youth Group will be 

providing babysitting and childrenõs activities at Christ 
Church.  The Meeting Room, childcare room and Sunday 
school classrooms will be set up for age appropriate activi-
ties including arts and crafts, movie time, snacks (parent 
approved) and safe play for the younger ones. 
 

The Youth Group members are working towards fundrais-
ing for their Pilgrimage Trip to Belize (July 2010).  Prices 
for the service are: $6 per hour for one child; $10 per hour 
for two children (same family); $12 per hour per three chil-
dren (same family).   
 

Adult supervision will be on site at all times in addition to 
the J2A youth group members.  RSVP is required ð no 
drop-in will be available.  Sign-up sheets will be available on 
the Parish Youth Group bulletin board (near the kitchen)  
or reply by email. For more information, contact Emily 
Ishihara at ehishihara@gmail.com or Kathleen Bates at 
kathleenb@isotope.com (Cell 508-243-1624). 

J2A Chili Reminder!   

 

T 
he Journey To Adulthood (J2A) 
High School Youth Group will be 
preparing and selling their famous 

chili again in 2010. 
 
Preorders will be taken for regular, spicy and vegetarian or-
ders ~ watch your Sunday Prophet for details!  All chili will be 
available for pickup on Sunday, January 31st (Annual Meet-
ing) after both services and before and after the Annual 
Meeting. Thank you for your continued support in our ser-
vice and project efforts as we prepare for Belize, Pilgrimage 
July 2010! 

The Thrift Shop  

 

L 
ast month we tried something 
new at Christ Church - Thrift 
Shop Sunday - which was met 

with much enthusiasm and turned out to 
be quite a  profitable day!  Plans are un-

derway to join with the Advent Goodies and Greens event 
scheduled for coffee hour on Sunday, December 
13th  where we will display old and new Christmas 
items.   Stop by to shop and chat with Thrift Shop volun-
teers to find out how you too can become involved.   
 

The Shop provides essential services on a daily basis to 
folks whose budgets are stretched to the limit and to those 
who are simply hunting for bargains.  At the same time, 
with such a great need for conservation and recycling, we 
are successfully turning trash into treasure.  Our new sale at 
the end of each  month has proved to be a great success, 
drawing many more first-time shoppers through our doors.  
 

During the last two weeks of December we encourage you 
to donate your unwanted items ð all we ask is that they be 
clean, saleable, gently used and in good working order ð and 

Continued on p. 10... 

mailto:kvigursstack@comcast.net
mailto:ehishihara@gmail.com
mailto:kathleenb@isotope.com
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Christmas Gifts for  

Children   

Join In The Spirit !  
 

T 
he Menõs Ministry is once again sponsoring a Christ-
mas Gifts for Children program in conjunction with 
Family Services of Lawrence.  Each gift is delivered 

with a hat, scarf and/or mittens - age and size appropriate, 
attached to the package. 
 

Christ Church Christian Ed students and families are 
encouraged to join this effort by providing winter hats and 
mittens to be included with each gift package gathered by 
the Menõs Ministry.  Sizes and colors are not important as 
we will surely be able to use or donate all collected items.  
Feel free to check in on the Parish Hall display though to 
see the ages of the children chosen. 
 

Donated hats and mittens can be delivered to the Glebe 
House any  weekday or to the designated bins in the Parish 
Hall on or before Sunday, December 13. Questions? ð 
cal l  Kath leen Bates at  508-243-1624 or 
aikmbates@verizon.net or kathleenb@isotope.com.  

News from the 

Christ Church  

Childrenôs Center 

By Christy Harvey,  
Director of the CC Childrenõs Center 

 

T 
he months of November and 
December are a special time of 
year at the Childrenõs Center.  The cold outside stirs 

up the warmth of tradition as children and teachers cele-
brate community and giving in time-honored ways. 
 
During the fourth week of November, just days before 
Thanksgiving, the children gather in their classrooms for a 
community feast.  Fun, seasonal snacks are served as teach-
ers and students sit together at long tables sharing stories 
and the enjoyment of visiting with friends and neighbors. 
 
December brings the chill of winter snow outside, but in-
side the classroom the warmth of heart abounds as the chil-
dren participate in festivities that brighten the gray skies and 
the souls of the neighborhood.  The Fours classes embark 
on a field trip to the Mitten Tree that is located each year at 
the Andover Town Hall.  Municipal officials work as elves 
collecting hats, mittens, and scarves for those in need.  The 
soft winter garments are given to families right here in An-
dover, providing heartfelt coziness to a child in our commu-
nity.  While at Andover Town Hall, the children gather to-
gether to enjoy cookies and cocoa, a wonderful snack for a 
special day! 
 
As the Christmas holiday approaches, the children work 
hard to create a special decoration for their familyõs tree; a 
tangible memory to be forever cherished.  The children 
learn about the first Christmas as Reverend Gill and Rever-
end Shoemaker visit the classrooms to share the story of 
Bethlehem.  Carols fill the air during the last week of school 
before our winter break.  Each year a pajama party is held in 
the Parish Hall and we come together as a group and sing 
some classic holiday songs.  And of course it is quite a treat 
for the children to see their teachers in holiday-themed paja-
mas!  Oh what fun!   
 
It is at this time of year that we all can reflect on the 
warmth and happiness of the Christ Church community and 
the importance it plays in all of our lives.  Best wishes for a 
bright and blessed holiday from all of us, young and old, at 
the Childrenõs Center. 

Wonder, Love and Praise  
 

T 
he hymnal supplement, Wonder, Love and Praise, will 
soon be found in our pews!!  If you would like to 
order a copy òin loving memory ofó or "in thanks-

giving for" a loved one, order forms are available during 
Coffee Hour in the Parish Hall.  The hymnals are $15 each. 

Childrenôs Chapel in the 

ñAdult Churchò  
 

O 
n Sunday, December 13th, we will continue to 
offer our second Sunday of the month Childrenõs 
Chapel, held in lieu of regular church school.  But 

this month, it will be held in the òadult churchó during the 
10 a.m. service, as opposed to being in the North Chapel, in 
order to better familiarize the whole parish with this very 
successful program.  The hope behind this service is to bet-
ter form our children in the faith and liturgy of the Episco-
pal Church.   
 

Children participate in this service as greeters, junior aco-
lytes, and readers. We already have enough children who are 
signed up for December, but if your child is interested in 
serving in one of these roles in a future service in the North 
Chapel, please contact Carol Carmichael at  
carolcarmichael@verizon.net. 

mailto:aikmbates@verizon.net
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Debbie/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/OLK594/kathleenb@isotope.com
mailto:carolcarmichael@verizon.net
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people focused only on our own needs and wants, to people 
focused on others. 
 

But thereõs a danger in that, too.  Focusing on others can be 
as spiritually depleting for us as focusing only on ourselves 
ð IF itõs just another thing we do to check off the list, fill an 
obligation, do what we think is expected of us by others, or 
something we do to earn Godõs or othersõ favor.  
 

We should not miss the real beauty of Christmas.  And that 
beauty lies in the simple fact of God with us.  The story of the 
simple, humble Christ being born among us reveals our 
true, essential nature, showing us and enabling us to be, 
well, like God ð living not for ourselves alone, but for God, 
and through living for God, to live for one another.  We 
will be complete when we learn to live into our true nature 
as revealed to us in the incarnation. 
 

Following the Christmas season is Epiphany.  This is a good 
time for us to focus on how that light shines more and 
more, illuminating us with the reality of Godõs presence in 
us.   Itõs a good opportunity for opening ourselves to new 
understandings, new illumination of Godõs presence and 
purpose in us. 
 

Meanwhile, Advent feels a bit heavy at times.  Heavy with 
expectations, hopes, and yes, all the preparation.  But it is 
also a call to STAY AWAKE!  Be alert to what it is that is 
coming!  What is coming is not just a day weõll be glad to 
have behind us, but the beginning of new possibilities, of 
new awareness, of a new sense of ourselves.  To welcome 
Christ is to welcome our model for who we can be as peo-
ple made in the image of God. 
 

So, stop for a minute, and take a great big breath!  Forget 
for a little while all the stuff that has to get done.  And re-
member, in this season of incarnation weõre being invited to 
come home to our true nature, and have our eyes opened to 
who it is we were made to be.  What could be better than 
that? 
 

Weõll be reminded of who this incarnate one is in our cele-
brations throughout this Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany 
time of year.  The children with those lovely voices are go-
ing to help insure that that is true!  Come and be reminded 
with us. 
 

See you in church! 

Rectorõs desk continued from p. 1. 

New Parish Directory  

Coming!  

 

T 
he new parish pictorial directory should be 
here by mid-December!  We know people are 
anxious to get it, as the old one is quite out-of-

date.  It has taken a long time to get it for several rea-
sons, including staff hour cutbacks, and mistakes 
made by the directory company.  We appreciate your 
patience, and weõll announce in church when they are 
here for pick-up. 

Twelfth Night  

Celebration &  

Tuesday Night  

Supper  
 

S 
tart the new year with some fellowship and fun.  

Please join us to celebrate  Twelfth Night at the Tues-
day Night Supper, January 5th, 6:00 p.m., Parish Hall. 

The price is $8.00 per person with a maximum of $20 per 
family.  
 

There will be childrenõs activities. The evening will end with 
burning of Christmas greens in the courtyard, bringing a 
ceremonial close to the Christmas season. 
 

Please RSVP by signing up on the bulletin board so we can 
have an idea of the numbers. We look forward to seeing 
you.  

Calling all 

Christ Church 

Bakers !  

 

F 
ire up your ovens and get to 
work, because we need dona-
tions of your homemade 

jams, candy, breads, cakes, and other goodies!  You may 
drop off your packaged donation any time between 9-11 
a.m. Saturday morning, Dec. 12, so we can price them and 
set up the table to be ready to go after the 8 a.m. service the 
next day.  Please contact Nancy Haak at haakn@aol.com or 
978-475-7407, or Louise Valleau at lvalleau@verizon.net or 
978-470-8065 if you have questions. 

mailto:haakn@aol.com
mailto:lvalleau@verizon.net
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EPIPHANY BOOK DISCUSSION 

ON ñTHE SHACKò 

By the Rev. Adam Shoemaker 
 

D 
uring the Sundays of Epiphany, beginning on Sun-
day, January 3rd after the 10 a.m. service, join us 
to discuss the much talked-about book, òThe 

Shackó by William P. Young.  In this national bestseller, a 
man is invited to spend a weekend with God, Jesus, and the 
Holy Spirit.  His notions of the Trinity and his preconcep-
tions about religion and Christianity are challenged, and he 
begins the process of healing several traumatic wounds he 
has sustained in his life.  Discussions of the book will take 
place over several weeks on January 3rd and 24th and then 
on February 7th and 14th.  Copies of the book are widely 
available at bookstores and stores such as Target and Samõs 
or online at Amazon.  Complete the book before January 
3rd and then get ready for a lively conversation.  The dis-
cussions will focus on a variety of topics including the Trin-
ity and the nature of God, relationships and reconciliation. 
If you have any questions about this group, please speak 
with Adam. 

Education for 

Ministry  

By Rosemarie Buxton 
 

W 
anted:  Two or more òamateuró theologians in-
terested in studying Scripture, Church history, 
theology with a group of prayerful, thoughtful, 

and insightful fellow seekers.    Benefits:  Challenging study, 
shared wisdom, thoughtful prayer, much laughter, and the 
loving support of a small spiritual community. 
 

Our current Education for Ministry (EFM) group will be 
ògraduatingó three of its members at the end of the year:  
Abby Thomas and Eva Chase from Christ Church and co-
mentor, Glenn Rogers from South Church.  For the group 
to continue, we need to add a minimum of two new mem-
bers, and there is always room for more depending on how 
many are interested. 
 

Education for Ministry (EFM) is an ecumenical distance-
learning theological education program of the School of 
Theology, University of the South, Sewanee, TN.  The pur-
pose of this program is to provide a comprehensive theo-
logical education in a way that is accessible to lay people and 
that empowers them to understand their role as part of the 
"priesthood of all believers.ó  
 

This four-year program consists of a year on the Hebrew 
Scripture (Old Testament), a year on the New Testament, a 
year on church history, and a year on Christian theol-
ogy.  Students may commit to one year of study at a time, or 
choose to follow the course for the entire four years.   
 

EFM is more than a program of scripture and theological 
study.  Through spiritual autobiographies and theological 
reflection on culture, tradition, and the group members' 
own experiences and insights, "EFM'rs" examine and ex-
perience their daily lives as ministry.    The group members 
teach each other by engaging in discussion about the texts 
and their experiences.  
 

For the past three years, we have had a joint group of Christ 
Church and South Church members, and we are looking for 
new members to join our group starting in January.    
 

My hope is to see more involvement in this wonderful pro-
gram of formation and theological education, both from 
members of Christ Church, and members of other churches 
in our community.  Participating in this remarkable program 
can be a life-changing experience.  

 

This is a tuition-based program ($340.00, which includes 
textbooks) for which Continuing Education credits can be 
obtained.  Scholarships are available in cases of financial 
need.   
 

If you are interested in learning more about this opportunity 
for adult education and formation, contact Rosemarie Bux-
ton at 978-683-7055 or rosebuxton@yahoo.com. Continued... 

EFM Continued. 

Rev. Bob Flanagan to Speak 

on Spirituality & Athletics 

at Menôs Ministry in January 
 

T 
he next Men's Ministry meeting will be on Wednes-
day, January 20 at 8:00 p.m. in the Parlor and fea-
ture guest speaker, Rev. Bob Flanagan, chaplain of 

the Brooks School.  Rev. Flanagan will speak on spirituality 
and athletics, tying in his experience as chaplain of the 
Brooks School as well as his experiences as a crew coach. 
All men of the parish are encouraged to attend this inter-
esting and thought-provoking discussion.  Please mark 
your calendar for this discussion and contact David Trin-
gali at david_tringali@verizon.net if you have any ques-
tions.  

http://us.mc1103.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=rosebuxton@yahoo.com
mailto:david_tringali@verizon.net
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Annual Giving 2010 Update  

 

W 
e want to thank those families that have re-
sponded so quickly during the first four weeks 
of the Grace of Giving Campaign. It is probably a 

record to receive $400,000 in pledges in so short a time. But 
the work is still not done, and we have 110 folks who will 
be called or visited in the weeks ahead. If you are one of 
those, please send in your pledge card as soon as possible. 
The Vestry really depends on these early pledges to accu-
rately formulate the 2010 budget. We hope to finish the 
work by the end of January. Thanks again for your generos-
ity and for making Christ Church a high priority in giving 
for 2010.   
 
Jim Walker  
Annual Giving Committee 

figurines representing the scene at Jesusõ birth.  The set usu-
ally includes the shepherds, animals, the three wise men, a 
manger, and, of course, òthe Holy Familyó (Joseph, Mary, 
and the baby Jesus).  These sets come in all different shapes 
and sizes with often interestingly diverse ways of represent-
ing the birth of Jesus. A great way to set up a nativity scene 
in your home would be to only set out a piece or two each 
day or each week of Advent, waiting until Christmas to set 
out Joseph, Mary, and Jesus.  You can then wait until 
Epiphany, on January 6th (the official end to the Christmas 
season) to include the three wise men.  Weõll be gradually 
putting out a nativity set in the church as we move progres-
sively closer to Christmas. 
 

Ways to help remember/observe the sacredness and spirit of the season: 

Î Come to church 
Coming to church regularly is the best way to remain cen-
tered and attentive to the meaning of this holy time of year.  
If your child is of church school age (through 6th grade), 
they are welcome to join in your parishõs Christmas pageant 
(rehearsals are after the 10 a.m. service)! 
 

Î Read the Bible 
Reading the Bible as a family, particularly the nativity stories 
found in Matthew and Luke, perhaps as you light a candle 
on your Advent wreath or as you set out a new piece on 
your nativity scene, is another good way to be intentional 
about remembering the significance of this time of year.  
There are also wonderful childrenõs books that you can pur-
chase that tell the nativity story in very engaging ways (I 
have recently discovered a wonderfully illustrated book by 
Ashley Bryan, entitled òThe Carol of the Brown Kingó 
which I would heartily recommend and tells the story of the 
first Christmas through six poems). 
 

Î Volunteer 
Volunteering as a family is an excellent way of teaching chil-
dren that this is a season for giving and not just receiving.  
If your child is old enough, volunteering at a soup kitchen 
(like Lazarus House ð www.lazarushouse.org or Bread and 
Roses ð www.breadandroseslawrence.org) is a nice activity.  
Otherwise, you might consider participating in our parish 
toy drive (contact Allen Townsend at  
allentownsend@comcast.net for more info.) or some other 
area effort to provide something for someone who is with-
out many resources. 
 

However you choose to observe this special time of year, 
please know of my prayers and best wishes for you and your 
family. 
 

Faithfully, 
Adam 

Observing Advent & Christmas continued from p. 3. 

there will be much to discuss along the way as we build for 
our future!  Overseeing all of this is the Vestry in a very de-
liberate and prayerful manner.   These interdependent facets 
of our building project are progressing concurrently; each is 
dependent on the other to proceed.  By the first part of 
2010 we expect to have a plan to present, with the building 
to start no earlier than late summer.  There will be an all-
parish meeting on Sunday, January 10th after the 10 a.m. 
service to give an update on our progress.  Please come and 
hear the latest on this exciting project! 

Rejoice & Rebuild continued from p. 1. 

From the Treasureré 

 

A 
s the year end approaches, we all look forward to 
holiday giving and completing our tax deductible an-
nual pledges.  Overall, we are about $6,000 behind 

in pledge fulfillment for this time of the year.  We are no 
longer sending 3rd quarter pledge statements; however, if 
you would like to know the status of your contributions and 
pledge, you can contact Maria Chan at the church office 
Tuesday through Friday between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. at 978- 
475-0529 ext. 16 or mchan@christchurchandover.org. .She 
will be able to let you know your contributions recorded to 
date.  Thank you for all your gifts and contributions to 
Christ Church.  We hope you have a very special and happy 
holiday season! 
 
Allen Townsend  

http://www.lazarushouse.org
http://www.breadandroseslawrence.org
mailto:allentownsend@comcast.net
mailto:mchan@christchurchandover.org


Transitions  

 

Baptisms - November 1 
 

Genevieve Bigelow,  
daughter of Tracey Blueman & Brandon Bigelow 

 

Lydia Drummey,  
daughter of Kelly & Joseph Drummey 

 

Kayla Greenhow,  
daughter of  

Amber Greenhow & Jonathan Antonowitch  
 

Abigail, Emily & Matthew Serrano,  
children of Kathy & Martin Serrano  

 

Parker Vanegas,  
son of Rami & Rick Vanegas 

 

Memorials 
 

Mary Shiebler - November 7 
 

Robert Goodwin - November 27 
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U TO Thanks You  

 

T 
hank you to all that have contrib-
uted so generously to the United 
Thank Offering. If you would like 

more information about this wonderful ministry, please 
contact Debbie Moskal at 978-475-0529  ext. 10 or 
dmoskal@christchurchandover.org. Blue boxes are available 
on the table in the Narthex or at the Glebe House. Your 
prayers and contributions really do matter and are wonder-
ful ways to say òthank youó for all the blessings in our lives.  

Blood Drive a 

Great Success  

  

O 
n November 21st, Christ 
Churchõs Menõs Ministry 
organized and coordi-

nated the parishõs second annual blood drive.  Many mem-
bers of the parish, of all ages, volunteered their time and 
donated blood to help make this event a huge suc-
cess. Volunteers helped do everything from event set-up 
and break-down to working at the registration table to 
working at the òcanteenó to watching after those who had 
recently donated.  The Red Cross recently reported that the 
parish drive saw in excess of 70 presenting donors and col-
lected a total of 59 productive units of blood.  We fell just 
short of our goal but with the current flu scare the Red 
Cross was pleased with the turn-out. Special thanks go to 
Chris Gugger for being the lead organizer for this event! We 
all look forward to another successful parish blood drive 
next year!  

Become a Fan of  

Christ Church, Andover  

on Facebook  

 

W 
e are excited to announce the launch of the 
Christ Church, Andover page on Facebook. If 
you are already a Facebook member, search for 

Christ Church, Andover (choose the òpageó rather than the 
ògroupó), and click on òBecome a Fan.ó We will be posting 
fun questions for you to respond to, upcoming church 
events and news from the Episcopal Church. These post-
ings will appear like your friendsõ status updates, so you will 
get to hear from us regularly. It is our hope that being part 
of this online community will keep you up-to-date on 
church happenings and provide better connections to those 
you might only see on Sundays. If you have fun and interac-
tive ideas for this page, or if you have any questions, please 
contact our Facebook administrator, Brandy King at 
brandy.king@gmail.com.  

Renew & Rejoice  

All Parish Meeting  

Sunday, January 10, 2010  

after the 10 a.m. service  

 

T 
here will be an all-parish meeting on Sunday, 
January 10th after the 10 a.m. service to give an 
update on our building project.  Please come 

and hear the latest on this exciting project! 

http://www.episcopalchurch.org/uto.htm
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/uto.htm
mailto:dmoskal@christchurchandover.org





