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It is the Vision of Christ Church to be an open, welcoming Episcopal congregation living the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. In the power of the Holy Spirit, we seek to nurture our spiritual 
growth through worship and prayer, learning and teaching, support and service. We aspire 
to put Godõs love into action within our own lives, in our congregation and in our world.  
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Recycle at the Yard 

Sale October 3rd!  

 

S 
treamline your fall cleaning with this easy, 
earth-friendly approach to clearing clutter 
-- just take those usable items to the an-

nual all-parish Yard Sale. Itõs coming up this 
Saturday, October 3rd, 8:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m., with 

drop-offs welcome at the Parish Hall on Friday, October 2nd from 9:00 a.m. to 
7:00 p.m.. Youõll be recycling for a good cause, and lots of people from the com-
munity will benefit from bargains.  
 
Donations needed: Just about anything in clean, working, salable condition, in-
cluding clothing, appliances, electronics, linens and household items, toys, and 
baby items. (Sorry, weõre unable to accept TVs, computer equipment, skis, and 

Continued on p. 5... 

From the Rectorôs Desk 

For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven.  (Ecclesiastes 3:1) 
 

I 
tõs time.  And weõre off and running.  
 
There comes a time when weõve talked enough.  Weõve listened.  Weõve dis-

cerned.  Weõve studied.  Weõve prayed.  Weõve assessed.  And now itõs time to act.  
I think that Solomon, that great builder of Israelõs temple and wisest of all Israelõs 
kings, would agree:  Itõs time for us to begin our project to renew and revitalize 
our churchõs worship space.   
 

Remember our goals?  We desire that our worship space 
 

Build community 
Enable more participatory worship  
Be flexible for a variety of uses 
Be handicap accessible  
Help create a welcoming atmosphere 
 

Very shortly youõll see final drawings of the plans weõve been discussing for the 
past couple of years.  Youõll see the design of our new organ and the balcony 
where it will be placed.  Architects and organ builder are on the job.  One year 
ago we entered into a contract with the C. B. Fisk Organ Company to build our 
new organ -- Fiskõs Opus 137.  Weõre now next in line for construction, and 
theyõre ready to get started.  Our first major gift to our capital campaign has made 

Continued on p. 3... 

The  

Blessing of 

the Animals  

 

E 
ach year on or 
around St. Francisõ Day we 
celebrate the presence of all 

Godõs creatures in our lives.  This year 
on Sunday afternoon, October 4th, at 2 
p.m., weõll meet for a brief service in 
the courtyard in front of the church.  
Bring your four-footed felines and ca-
nines, your slithering and slimy crea-
tures, or any of the menagerie for 
which youõd like to give thanks.  The 
more ð and the more diverse ð the bet-
ter! For the animalsõ safety, please make 
sure they are on a leash or in a carrier. 

Taizé  

Sunday, October 4  

5:00 p.m.  

In the North Chapel  
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Vestry Notes  

By Alison Novello 
 

T 
his is truly a wonderful time to be a part of Christ 
Church!  On September 20th we had a joyous cele-
bration of our ministries and the start of a new chil-

drenõs Christian Ed season.  The weather was one of those 
perfect early fall days when the sun is hot and the shade is 
cool!  We have welcomed Jeff back from his sabbatical with 
open arms; Adam has had a well-deserved weekõs vacation, 
and now we are gearing up to a long-awaited renovation of 
our worship space!  Itõs an exciting time!  Like the many 
parishioners before us who sacrificed so much for our par-
ish family, we are now called to leave our legacy on Christ 
Church for generations to come!  Our space will be more 
welcoming, handicapped accessible, and give greater flexi-
bility in how we worship.  Preliminary work has been 
started on our organ, Opus 137, at Fisk Organ Company.   
After several years of planning - and decades of talking 
about it - our opportunity is now!    

Help Needed for 

Christmas Church 

Cleaning  

 

H elp Wanted:  Many hands make 
light workélooking for many hands for Saturday, 
November 21st to help clean up the church nave 

and choir pews.  The pew cushions and kneelers all need a 
thorough vacuuming and the pews need a good cleaning 
and dusting. If youõre available for a couple of hours to help 
spruce up the church for the holiday season, please consider 
signing up on the bulletin board or contact Sloane Gugger 
at 978-475-8354 or csgugger@comcast.net. 
 

Thank you! 
Sloane Gugger 

An Invitation to all  

Newcomers  

(and Old timers, too!)  
 

to the October  

Tuesday Night Supper &  

Sabbatical Presentation  
 

Tues., October 6 th  at 6:00 p.m.  

in the Parish Hall  
 

Following the supper, Jeff will give a whirlwind visual 
tour of his six-month, four continent sabbatical ad-

venture.  He will tell stories, show pictures and  
answer questions. 

 

Childrenõs activities, too! 
 

Come one and all!  Please sign-up on the bulletin 
board or call the Glebe House so weõll know how 

much to cook. 
$8/person, maximum $20/family  

Newcomers are our guests! 
 

~ Hosted by the Newcomers Committee ~ 

All Saintsô Day 
 

N 
ovember 1st is the feast day 
of all the saints in the life of 
the Church, past and present, 

great and small. It is our custom to 
read the names of all those who have 

died since last November 1st. Those who have been buried 
from this parish will automatically be on that list. You are 
also invited to telephone the Glebe House, 978-475-0529 
with the names of your loved ones who have died. The 
names will be read at our All Saintsõ Day celebration on 
Sunday, November 1st at the 8 & 10 a.m. Holy Eucharist. 

Esperanza Academy, School of Hope 

Annual Dinner & Auction 
 
 

Get your tickets now by calling Esperanza Academy  
at 978-686-HOPE 

 

Friday, October 23, 2009 
6:30 p.m. Cocktail Reception & Silent Auction 

7:30 p.m. Dinner & Live Auction 
Wyndham Boston Andover Hotel 

123 Old River Road, Andover, MA 01810 
 

Hosted by NECN Meteorologist Matt Noyes 
Entertainment provided by Esperanza Stars 

 
Please RSVP by October 9th 

mailto:csgugger@comcast.net


Life at Christ Church  

The Prophet  
Page 3  Volume 50 ,  Issue 7  

Ushering is a  

Ministry  

 

Y 
ou may not have thought of 
yourself as a minister before, so 
how about an òentry-level min-

istryó at Christ Church for you?  There 
is no more important ministry than the one people receive 
the very first time they walk through our doors.  First re-
quirement??  A Welcoming Smile and a kind word of greet-
ing!  If you can do that, you can become a minister at Christ 
Church.  Itõs a great opportunity to òget your foot in the 
dooró (so to speak) here at Christ Church, and you just 
might be the person who encourages that next person who 
comes through our doors to stick around ð òbecause they 
have such ushers!ó  If youõd like to find out more about 
whatõs involved, Norm Scarpulla would love to hear from 
you.  Give him a call at 978-475-2094 or send him an email 
at nands.scarpulla@verizon.net for more informa-
tion.    And if he calls you first, be sure you say, òOf course, 
Iõd love to!ó 

it possible for us to make the initial payments on the pro-
ject, and will continue to make it possible for us to keep 
pace through the design and phases.  And weõll all have a 
chance to experience whatõs involved in building an organ 
when C. B. Fisk hosts an open house for all of us in No-
vember.  More about that later!  
  
During these fall months weõll all be hearing more about the 
building project, the timeline for construction, and the capi-
tal campaign to make it happen. I hope youõll agree that we 
canõt simply talk about this forever!  Itõs time for us to act.  
Weõre going to be so proud when it is complete ð and just 
about in time for our 175th anniversary of the parish.   
 

Stay tuned!  Thereõs much more coming soon! 
 

I want to conclude with a great big Thank You! for the very 
warm òWelcome Homeó that I have received!  I am indeed 
very blessed to serve among you here at Christ Church, and 
I realize that more than ever after six months apart.  I look 
forward to this next chapter in our life together, to the chal-
lenges we will face, the obstacles we will overcome, and the 
ways we continue to respond together to Godõs call. 
 

See you in church! 

Rectorõs desk continued from p. 1. 

Praying our Days  

By Adam Shoemaker 
 
It is very easy for us to be overwhelmed by the demands and urgencies 
of the day, and to lose sight of the fact that God is present in all that 
the day contains. God is profoundly present in the mystery of time, as 
season gives way to season and we are shaped by the daily occurrences 
of our lives. It is our truest work to collaborate with what the Holy 
Spirit working within us, day by day, is trying to bring about. 
 

The Rt. Rev. Frank T. Griswold, the 25th Presiding Bishop of the 
Episcopal Church, USA in his book òPraying our Days.ó 
 

T 
his observation, by our former Presiding Bishop, 
caught my attention because it seemed to express 
what I believe to be one of the most difficult and 

yet most important aspects of the spiritual life: 
òmindfulness.ó  òMindfulnessó essentially means the ability 
to remain present to ourselves, to the world in which we 
live, and to the particular moment that God has given us.  It  
demands that we slow down enough that we are able to 
intentionally set aside the regrets of the past or our plans for 
the future.  It means that we slow down enough to remain 
present and available to the presence of God in our midst.  
To become more mindful means learning, in a sense, how 
to òpray our daysó as the title of Frank Griswoldõs book 
encourages us to do. 
 

In my own experience, it has been very true that the noise 
and the static from the business of our lives often makes it 
very difficult to remain mindful and open to Godõs pres-
ence.  It is not an easy thing to set aside the very real cares 
and concerns that we have. It is not an easy thing to set 
aside the expectations that we or others have for our lives 
or the many slogans on television that shout competing 
messages in our direction.  And yet, if we are not careful or 
intentional, we can easily lose the ability to remain grounded 
in God ð we can easily lose that life-giving sense of the 
Spirit that can help us to remember who we really are as 
Godõs beloved. 
 

Over the past few months, I have shared conversations with 
a number of parishioners who have expressed to me a sense 
of disconnectedness or a loss of the sort of relationship 
with God that they used to enjoy.  Over time, a desire has 
emerged to begin to form one or more prayer groups 
(depending on the number of people who may be inter-
ested).  These groups would consist of men and women in 
the parish who would be interested in committing to gather 
together, on a regular or semi-regular basis either in some-
oneõs home or here at the church.  Though there are many 

Continued on p. 7...  
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Do You Want a 

Front Row 

Seat? Become 

an Acolyte!  

 

I 
f you are entering the 6th-
12th grade and would like 
to be a part of what hap-

pens at the altar each Sunday and are not already serving as 
an acolyte, please consider joining the St. Matthewõs Guild 
of Acolytes!  The commitment, depending on the number 
of acolytes, is generally about once a month ~ and the 
schedule is published 2-3 months at a time.  The training 
session will be on Sunday, October 25th following the 10 
a.m. service. This training should last about 45 minutes and 
will follow with pizza and fellowship in the Parish Hall.  
 

Youth in 6th - 8th grade serve as torchbearers, carrying one 
of the two candles.  Entering 9th grade makes you ready to 
become a server and a crucifer and in this job you carry one 
of the two crosses that are processed and help the priests 
prepare the Eucharist. Any children who are  younger than 
6th grade, but interested in serving as an acolyte, should 
speak with Adam. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Adam at 978-475-
0529 ext. 18 or at ashoemaker@christchurchandover.org. 

It Is Hard to Make a  

Difference If You 

Canôt Find Your Keys 

 

D 
uring the Adult Education hour at 11:30 a.m. on 
Sunday, October 18th, author and Organizing 
Consultant, Dr. Marilyn Paul, will offer a forum 

on òDeep Declutteringó We know that too much stuff 
weighs us down and depletes our energy and resources. In 
òDeep Declutteringó, Dr. Paul will help us identify the 
many sources of clutter in our lives and review the strategies 
for reducing them. Please join us. 
 

On October 25, from 1:00 p.m. ð 4:00 p.m., Dr. Paul will 
offer her three-hour workshop, òIt is Hard to Make A 
Difference When You Canõt Find Your Keys.ó Limited 
space is available. The cost per person is $20, but we en-
courage you to call the office if you would like a scholarship 
for this workshop. Please sign up on the bulletin board by 
the Parish Hall or call Debbie at the Christ Church office at 
978-475-0529 ext. 10 to reserve a place or to be put on the 
waiting list. 

Guess Whoôs Coming to Dinner 

 

G 
uess Whoõs Coming to Dinner has signed up almost 55 
members, singles and couples. Our next dinner is 
planned for January. There is still time to sign up 

for the January dinner if you missed the October event. 
Send email to megwalker@comcast.net or add your name to 
the list on the bulletin board near the Parish Hall. Thanks 
so much for your enthusiasm and support for our first din-
ner. Jim & Meg Walker; Allen & Carol Townsend.   

Christmas 

Eve  

Pageant  

Sign -Up 
 

By Karen Vigurs-Stack 
 

O 
n November 1st, following the 10:00 a.m. service, 
all interested children are encouraged to sign up 
for the Christmas Eve pageant.  We welcome an-

gels, animals, shepherds, soldiers, dancers and singers.  Chil-
dren will read a brief passage and parts will be assigned im-
mediately. Rehearsals will begin the following week, and 
consist of 10 minutes of hymn practice and 20 minutes 
more for speaking parts. 
 

Please note:  Parent volunteers are needed to help out at 
rehearsals and/or during the pageant.  Please contact Karen 
Vigurs-Stack at kvigursstack@comcast.net if you would like 
to volunteer, or have any questions.  Thank you. 

The Christmas Pageant Directors 

Sharing the Joy  

 

P 
lease join Jeff for reflections from  his sabbatical 
based on his distinct experiences on four continents. 
The reflections will continue during the Sunday 

morning forums in the Parlor on October 4th, and Novem-
ber 8th and 15th at 11:30 a.m.  
 

October 4 ð Pacific Coast:  Joy in the struggles and chal-
lenges of life  
 

November 8 ð South Africa: Joy out of healing, reconcilia-
tion 
 

November 15 ð Scandinavia and Great Britain: Joy in secu-

rity, simplicity, and refreshment 

mailto:ashoemaker@christchurchandover.org
mailto:megwalker@comcast.net
mailto:kvigursstack@comcast.net
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Lazarus House  

Invites You to Join  

 Hike for Hope  
 

L 
azarus House invites you to join 
the 10th annual Hike for Hope on Sunday, October 4. 
Enjoy a fun afternoon while helping others by walk-

ing 1 or 5 miles, and then celebrate your accomplishment 
with food and festivities. Held at Merrimack College, the 
event raises awareness for homelessness and the need for 
affordable housing, and provides funds to support the fami-
lies living in transitional housing while working to improve 
their lives. 
  

It is a beautiful, loving home where people who were home-
less can enjoy safe, secure housing while they attain the life 
skills necessary to live independent and productive lives. The 
Hike is the main funding source for the comprehensive sup-
port services including advocacy, personalized case manage-
ment, life-skills education, economic training and independ-
ent living skills. Capernaum Place also provides a nurturing 
environment for those that make up the largest population 
of homeless in the state ð children. 
 

When you join the Hike for Hope and raise funds for transi-
tional housing, you assist earnest families in improving their 
lives and break the cycle of poverty for future genera-
tions. For more information go to www.hikeforhope.org or 
contact Anne Lamontagne at lee-anne@verizon.net or 978-
470-0870 . 

News from  

Christ Church  

Childrenôs Center 

By Christy Harvey 
Director of the Childrenõs Center 

 

T 
he 2009-10 school year has 
moved into full gear. Openings 
are still available in our Play-

group and Three-year-old classes.  Please call 978-475-4037 
if you are interested. 
 

On October 8 from 6:30-7:30 p.m., the four-year-old chil-
dren and their parents will be exploring science in the Parish 
Hall.  Discovery Science Night encourages children to ex-
plore the natural world, to begin to use the tools of science, 
to learn to ask questions and to look for answers, to be in-
volved in hands-on learning, and best of all, to have fun.  
Discovery Science Night evolved from CCCCõs participa-
tion in special training in this area in 1999. 
 

On October 22 from 6:30-7:30 p.m., the children enrolled 
in Playgroup and the Three-year-old classes will be invited 
to an evening of fun, active learning called Hands-on Fun 
for Threes.  The children and parents will explore a variety 
of activities that will engage all their senses, and teachers 
will share ideas and recipes that they use in the classroom. 
 

All of these activities and the enrichment programs for 
aerobics, music and Spanish are funded by the Parent Advi-
sory Groupõs Annual Spring Social. 

large metal items.)  
 
Volunteers needed: Just show up whenever you have an 
hour or two to spare. Help is needed all day Friday for setup 
and anytime Saturday from 7:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. for the 
sale.  After the sale, from 1:00 to 2:00 p.m., we especially 
appreciate extra hands for the cleanup and drivers to take 
leftovers to Lazarus House.  
 
Questions? Call any of the friendly folks on the Yard Sale 
Committee: Kathleen Bates, 978-682-6108; Sarah Buck, 978
-470-8745; Liz Dietz, 978-475-2199; Karen English, 978-
474-0633; Susan Richardson, 978-470-3665; Beth Rufo, 978
-470-0115. 

Yard Sale continued from p. 1. 

Confirmation  

Preparation for 

Grades 10 -12  

Offered in the  

Fall of 2010  
 

By The Rev. Adam Shoemaker 
 

I 
n an effort to revamp our confirmation curriculum, our 
next confirmation class for high school aged students 
will make use of a new program entitled, òConfirm not 

Conform,ó that  consists of 16 sessions and is designed to 
better engage youth, parents, mentors, and the whole con-
gregation in the process of faith formation through a variety 
of ways. 
 

The group will gather two times a month beginning in Sep-
tember 2010 until April 2011 with Confirmation offered 
later that spring of 2011.  More details will follow during the 
spring of  2010. 

http://www.hikeforhope.org/
mailto:lee-anne@verizon.net
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News from  

The Thrift Shop  

By Debbie Kelley 

A 
ndover is getting back to the 
busy downtown that we have all 
been anticipatingé.and traffic 

through the Andover Thrift Shop has 
been steady with many busy days.  A wide range of gently 
used items are finding their way through our doors, past 
careful eyes of the managers, over the desks of markers, and 
on to racks, tables and shelves - thanks to front desk volun-
teers and staff.   Happy shoppers indicate success!  We pro-
vide a service to the greater Andover community while 
keeping useable items out of the refuse system.  Even more, 
we are a community of friends - old and new - working to-
gether to keep the system functioning smoothly and raising 
much needed funds for our parish.  Our recently established 
monthly sale has proved to be highly successful, bringing 
many new customers in to our shop.  
  
We can always use an extra pair of hands.  If you are willing 
to spare an hour or two, you will give and receive in equal 
measure.  Stop by and see for yourselves!  The Thrift Shop 
is open Monday-Friday from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. and the first 
three Saturdays of the month from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.  We will 
be closed on Monday, October 12th for Columbus Day. 

Christ Church Is On  

Facebook  

 

D 
id you know that Christ Church is on Facebook?  
And so, apparently, are many of you!  So, join the 
Christ Church Andover (no commas) group!  And 

make sure you òfriendó your clergy and fellow parishioners 
while youõre at it.  Itõs a great way to be in touch with and 
get to know one another better.  

The Flu and 

You!  

 

H 1N1 (aka swine flu) 
is on everyoneõs 
mind these days.  

Some of us might even know 
someone who has had it.  None of us wants it!  But what 
can we do ð other than be afraid! ð to protect ourselves and 
our community?  Here are some suggestions: 
 

Youõll notice that hand sanitizer bottles have been 
placed around the church premises for your use.  
This will help prevent the spread of H1N1 or other 
flu viruses and bacteria.  Use it before and after you 
are in a crowded place.  Some of you may wish to 
carry a small bottle in a purse or pocket for use 
after having hand contact with others. 

 

The clergy (who do a lot of shaking hands, both before, 
during, and after services) are taking special precau-
tions by using hand sanitizer, along with our ritual 
ablutions, prior to the celebration of the Eucharist 
and the distribution of communion. 

 

During the passing of the Peace, some may wish not to 
shake hands, but rather simply bow to one another 
(like the Japanese do), or give a big smile and nod 
as you say òPeace be with you!ó 
 -- or perhaps a fist or elbow bump if you want to 
be really cool about the whole thing.  No one 
should feel that someone is rude by not shaking 
hands! 

 

At Communion, some will feel safer by dipping the 
edge of the wafer in the chalice rather than drinking 
from the common cup, as is our tradition.  If you 
do intinct (a fancy word for òdipó), PLEASE be 
sure that you do not put your fingers into the wine!  
Whether you dip or sip, please know that studies 
have shown that because of the alcohol content in 
the wine we use and the antiseptic properties of the 
silver chalices, it is very unlikely that disease will be 
transmitted through the use of the common cup. 

 
These are a variety of ways we can care for ourselves and 
one another in this flu season.  Do something positive to 
prevent viruses from spreading, but letõs not let fear keep us 
from being together in community.  Feel free to speak to 
the clergy or staff if you have questions or suggestions. 

Canned Goods Needed  
 

D 
ana Wilson is volunteering in the 
kitchen at Esperanza. Besides teaching 
the girls to cook, he is in charge of the 

afternoon meal program. There is a very small budget for 
the meals and he is looking for food donations to make it 
work. While food shopping, please include some canned 
goods for the girls at the school. Especially needed are 
hams, rice, oil, large cans of tuna (B.J.õs or Costco), canned 
tomatoes and pasta sauce. All donations will be greatly ap-
preciated. Contact Dana at soup_chef@verizon.net or 978-
681-7886 for more information. 

mailto:soup_chef@verizon.net



