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It is the Vision of Christ Church to be an open, welcoming Episcopal congregation living the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. In the power of the Holy Spirit, we seek to nurture our spiritual 
growth through worship and prayer, learning and teaching, support and service. We aspire 
to put Godõs love into action within our own lives, in our congregation and in our world.  

From the Rectorôs Desk 
 

S 
ix months ago I began an incredible journey.  With the blessing of Christ 
Church, and the generous support of the Lilly Endowment and the Dio-
cese of Massachusetts, I set out to renew my sense of joy in life and minis-

try on a sabbatical that would take me to four continents on a series of inde-
scribably wonderful adventures.  I return to Christ Church this month full of 
images, experiences, and yes, joy!  It has truly been all I hoped for and more.  
Youõll undoubtedly hear references to Japan, South Africa, Scandinavia and Brit-
ain, and oh, yes, a 1200-mile cycling adventure down the Pacific Coast, creep 
into sermons and conversations.  You just might have to let me know when 
enough is enough! 
 
But my experiences and stories are not the whole story.  Part of what I set out to 
do was to learn how we can all tap into the sources of joy in our lives and make 
them fresh and alive.  I hope to be able to reflect with you on how we all can live 
more joyful lives in the midst of what often seems complex, burdensome, and at 
times overwhelming.  Sunday Forums and other events to be announced will 
give us opportunities to share together in this part of the sabbatical experience. 
 
I cannot fail to thank our wardens, Don and Alison, and the members of our 
staff, for their leadership in my absence.  Adam has done a remarkable job, aided 
by the ministry of the Rev. Margaret Schwarzer for the first four months.  Let-
ting go of my anxieties about how things were going, so that I could truly engage 
in a time of Sabbath rest, was made easier knowing that such competent people 
were in place here.  I am eager to return and see the new things that have begun 

Harvest Festival  
 

I 
n England, thanks have been given for successful harvests 
since pagan times.  In churches and schools, people bring in 
food from their garden or farm.  The food is often distrib-

uted among the poor and senior citizens of the local community. 
 

We will be having our own Harvest Festival on Sunday, September 27th to thank 

God for the harvest.  If you have an overabundance of vegetables from your 

garden, or would like to buy some fresh fruit or vegetables to share, please bring 

them in to church on that day.  We will donate all the food to Neighbors in Need, 

which is in dire need of fresh fruits and vegetables.  Thank you for helping us 

celebrate this òThanksgivingó! 

Christ 

Church  

Festival  

September 20  

 

Y 
ou wonõt want to miss our fall 
kick-off celebration and the 
beginning of a new program 

year on September 20th. Our 10:00 a.m. 
service will feature special music and a 
wonderful note of celebration for people 
of all ages.  
 
Our Celebration of Ministries featuring over 
60 ministries at Christ Church with 
booths set up around our campus, will 
begin following the 10 a.m. service. A 
light lunch will be provided at the Rec-
tory. There will be childrenõs activities 
on the playground. Everyone is invited! 
Come join the celebration! 

Continued on p. 8... 
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Guess Whoôs 

Coming to  

Dinner  

 

W 
e now have 20 couples signed up for the new 
Christ Church dinner group, Guess Whoõs Coming 
to Dinner. We encourage singles, as well as cou-

ples to be become part of the group. We hope to have the 
first group of dinners in October. Be sure to add your name 
to the sign-up sheet on the Parish Hall bulletin board by the 
20th of September so that we can make plans for the Oc-
tober dinner. Everyone will be contacted by email as soon 
as we get the final number. For more information, please 
contact Jim & Meg Walker (jwalkercca@comcast.net or 978
-688-1988) ,  A l l en  and  Caro l  Townsend
(allentownsend@comcast.net or 978-475-9575), co-chairs. 

Pray* Serve* Reflect*  

9/11 Day of Service  

 

T 
he Episcopal Diocese of Massachusetts, in support 
of President Obamaõs recent commissioning of 
9/11 as a National Day of Service and Remem-

brance, has organized a variety of service opportunities for 
the parishes of our diocese on both September 11th and 
September 12th.  The intent of these days is to connect with 
our deepest commitments to love our God and to love our 
neighbor as ourselves. The day will begin and end in prayer 
and reflection! 
 

Christ Church will participate on Saturday, September 12th, 
along with other Episcopal churches in our area, in a clean-
up along the Merrimack River organized by Emery House 
(a retreat house run by the brothers of the Society of Saint 
John the Evangelist ð www.ssje.org). Our work day will be-
gin at 9a.m. and finish by 1p.m.  Weõll be serving to clean 
up the beaches around the Emery House so, if you are able 
to come, make sure to wear clothes you donõt mind getting 
dirty, work gloves and a pair of sturdy shoes.  Following the 
work day, all will be invited to nearby All Saints Church for 
noonday prayer and a celebratory barbeque. 
 

If you know that you would like to come, please contact 
Kathleen Bates at KathleenB@isotope.com. She will help to 
coordinate our group and ensure that everyone who would 
like to participate has transportation to and from the site. 
 

Emery House is located at 21 Emery Lane, West Newbury, 
MA 01985  

YLA trip to El Salvador  

 

T 
his August I have had the chance to go to El Salva-
dor on a mission trip.  For the past three years the 
Youth Leadership Academy went on a mission trip 

here and this year I, along with Dr. Don DeLollis, got this 
experience.  The YLA program is a diocese-wide program 
that trains young adults to become leaders.  This year 11 
teens and four adults served down in El Salvador. We 
learned about their culture, recent civil war, and helped the 
town of El Carmen. 

 
We spent the first few days learning about their culture and 
recent civil war.   From the 1970õs until 1992 there was an 
immense civil war in the country.  The government was 
treating the people very unfairly, to say the least. Due to the 
unfair treatment there were many uprisings of the people 
and òdeath squadsó were sent out to kill these guerrilla 
movements. By the late 1970s, the situation had become a 
civil war. The guerrillas had consolidated under the 
Farabundo Mart² National Liberation Front (FMLN) and 
they fought the government.  Many died in this war and 
there were many terrible massacres.  We learned and saw 
the history of  all of this and visited some of the massacre 
sites. 
 
The next part of the trip we were in the Bajo Limpa region 
of the country.  We worked with a relatively new town, El 
Carmen.  In the last 30 years or so they had worked to-
gether to build their town.  They would have groups of 
townspeople working on a certain project, then move on.  
This is one of the reasons we worked with this town.  We, 
being a large group of people, helped them with simple 
manual labor, but they were so thankful.  We mainly moved 
sand and rocks and helped mix cement.  It was hard work 
for all of us and with our help, much was done. 
 
The most amazing thing we experienced there were the 
people.   All of the Salvadorans were so thankful we were 
there and so hospitable.  One place we unexpectedly stayed 
at was a little townõs dormitory and the town ladies spent all 
afternoon making it ready for us, on their vacation.  Every-
one was so kind to us, and even though most of us could 
only poorly speak Spanish, we had conversations with them 
and learned so much.  The people at the worksite were very 
hard workers and they all, even the little kids or old women, 
did their job better than we could do.  The Salvadorians 
were also so eager to share their history with us.  We were 

Continued on p. 5... 
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T 
he Gospel readings that weõve heard in church for 
much of the summer months have had a lot to do 
with the ways in which we are fed ð both literally 

and figuratively.  Weõve heard the account of Jesus taking 
what little food his companions were able to offer ð a small 
amount of loaves and fishes ð and multiply that generosity 
in order to literally feed thousands of hungry people that 
had followed after him because of their great need.  Weõve 
also heard Jesus talk to us about a very different kind of 
òfoodó that has the power to sustain us not only for a day 
but over the course of our whole lives.  Weõve heard Jesus 
talk to us about how it is that we òfeedó our spiritual hunger 
and our need to make meaning out of the everyday mo-
ments of life.  This past summer, even as the pace of our 
parish calendar has slowed, Christ Church has partnered 
with neighboring churches to help people of all ages reflect 
upon these very different, but equally important ways of 
being fed. 
 
In late July, we co-sponsored a new, all-age Vacation Bible 
School with South Church and West Parish.  The event, 
which happened over the course of four evenings at South 
Church, began each night with a simple meal and a chance 
for children, teens, and adults, from each of our parishes, as 
well as others from the greater Andover area, to get to 
know one another.  Following this community supper, we 
broke up by ages with both children and adults gathering in 
their own spaces for an opportunity to engage in four bibli-
cally based themes which all revolved around our call, as 
Christians, to live out our faith commitments in some tangi-
ble way.  The kids engaged these themes with a high-energy 
curriculum that made use a game-show format, complete 
with an in-studio host, contestants, and daily trivia ques-
tions.  Each evening, the kids would rotate through a variety 
of different òstations,ó such as a game station or an arts and 
crafts station that helped them to better learn the Bible 
story for that day.  The adults gathered to reflect upon the 
same daily themes with a Bible study.  A separate medita-
tion area, set up by a teen from West Parish, also provided 
anyone that wanted it, a quiet place for prayer.  It was a 
wonderful week, with many opportunities for participants 
to grow in their faith lives and to grow closer to one an-
other in a fun and informal setting. We will look forward to 
participating again in this Vacation Bible School next sum-

mer! 
 
In early August, a Christ Church group of high-school aged 
teens and their adult mentors joined with groups from five 
other Episcopal churches (coming from Lynn, Lawrence, 
Amesbury, and North Billerica) for a week-long, youth mis-
sion trip to New York City.  The aim of this trip was to en-
gage the participants in the many issues of urban poverty 
through a variety of service opportunities in New York in-
stitutions whose mission it is to reach out to those living on 
the margins of our society.  Each day, our larger group of 
30 teens and 8 adult mentors would break up into small 
groups of five or six and head out to work in soup kitchens, 
shelters, day care centers, or food pantries.  We would then 
end each work day with a chance to reflect upon our experi-
ences and to share what weõd learned.  Perhaps the most 
important experience of the week came when our group 
was given the opportunity to share a meal with a group of 
homeless men and women who were our guests for the eve-
ning ð a seemingly ordinary moment of breaking bread and 
table fellowship that ended up being very meaningful to all 
of us who participated.  The group returned home, at the 
end of the week, tired but inspired from our time in the city 
which certainly gave us a chance not only to help feed the 
hungry of New York and to reflect upon those very real 
needs in our world but also to help deepen and strengthen 
our own faith lives.  We were all deeply nourished by the 
experience and there were many requests from the teens 
that went on the trip to begin planning another mission trip 
for next summer. 
 
I am deeply grateful for all those at Christ Church who vol-
unteered and, in some cases, gave up precious vacation 
time, to help make these summer events a reality.  Both our 
Vacation Bible School and Youth Mission Trip were suc-
cesses only because of the willingness of many in our parish 
to get involved.  I am continually nourished by the faith and 
commitment I see from so many in our community ð a gen-
erosity of spirit that, just as in the story of the òfeeding of 
the five thousandó is multiplied by God to help so many 
others get the sustenance that they need. 
 
Faithfully, 
 
Adam   

ñBread Enough for Allò: Christ Church Summer Events Help Provide 

Opportunities for People of All -ages to Be Nourished  

 

òThen Jesus took the bread and when he had given thanks, he gave it to the them [and] all 
ate as much as they wantedó  (John 6:11)  
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Do You Want a 

Front Row 

Seat? Become 

an Acolyte!  

 

I 
f you are entering the 6th-
12th grade and would like 
to be a part of what hap-

pens at the altar each Sunday and are not already serving as 
an acolyte, please consider joining the St. Matthewõs Guild 
of Acolytes!  The commitment, depending on the number 
of acolytes, is generally about once a month ~ and the 
schedule is published 2-3 months at a time.  A training ses-
sion will be announced for all new and continuing acolytes.   
 

Youth in 6th - 8th grade serve as torchbearers, carrying one 
of the two candles.  Entering 9th grade makes you ready to 
become a server and a crucifer and in this job you carry one 
of the two crosses that are processed and help the priests 
prepare the Eucharist. Any children who are  younger than 
6th grade, but interested in serving as an acolyte, should 
speak with Adam. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Adam at 978-475-
0529 ext. 18 or at ashoemaker@christchurchandover.org. 

News from the 

Childrenôs  

Christian Ed 

Committee  

 

S 
eptember brings the 
beginning of another 
church school year at 

Christ Church.  Based on 
feedback from the parish we instituted several new facets to 
our church school curriculum last year.  In the 2009-2010 
year we look forward to strengthening and further enhanc-
ing the classroom, childrenõs chapel and outreach experi-
ence for our young people.  We have many veteran teachers 
who will be staying on board to teach Sunday School this 
year.  Welcome back to Karen English, Karen Gaffney, 
Brandon Bigelow, Jayne & Peter Miller and Kelly Michaud.   
We are also welcoming many new teachers ð what a great 
way to enhance the spiritual lives of our young people.  The 
big surprise for many is that we as adults learn just as much 
through these interactions!  Kathleen Bates is assembling a 
fantastic group of young people to assist us in the class-
room.  Please let us know if you are interested in getting 
involved with becoming a teacher or teaching assistant.  
Thank you all for your leadership with our children. 
 

We will kick-off the church school year with our first Chil-
drenõs Chapel on September 13th.  Carol Carmichael, Jayne 
Miller, Barbara Bruns and many others instituted a monthly 
chapel service that has become a regular part of our church 
school curriculum.  The second Sunday of each month, chil-
dren gather to worship together and participate in each as-
pect of their own service.  This year the children will be 
bringing that service to òthe big churchó 2 times throughout 
the year.  This is a great way for all parishioners to see all 
the wonderful things happening with our Sunday School 
program first hand.  Church school  and Youth Group reg-
istration will be on Sunday, September 13th.  
 

One final area we incorporated last year and hope to expand 
this year was the idea of community involvement and out-
reach.  Last year we raised funds to buy books and supplies 
for children in Africa, collected food for Neighbors in Need 
and visited Marland Place, an elderly-living facility in Ando-
ver,  where the children worshiped and visited with the resi-
dents.  Hands on activities for our young people let them 
experience their power to make a difference in the lives of 
others! 

Continued on p. 5... 

It Is Hard to Make a  

Difference If You 

Canôt Find Your Keys 

 

D 
uring the Adult Education hour at 11:30 a.m. on 
Sunday, October 18th, author and Organizing 
Consultant, Dr. Marilyn Paul, will offer a forum 

on òDeep Declutteringó We know that too much stuff 
weighs us down and depletes our energy and resources. In 
òDeep Declutteringó, Dr. Paul will help us identify the 
many sources of clutter in our lives and review the strategies 
for reducing them. Please join us. 
 
On October 25, from 1:00 p.m. ð 4:00 p.m., Dr. Paul will 
offer her three-hour workshop, òIt is Hard to Make A 
Difference When You Canõt Find Your Keys.ó Limited 
space is available. The cost per person is $20, but we en-
courage you to call the office if you would like a scholarship 
for this workshop. Please call Debbie at the Christ Church 
office at 978-475-0529 ext. 10 to reserve a place or to be put 
on the waiting list. 

mailto:ashoemaker@christchurchandover.org
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News from Christ 

Church Childrenôs 

Center  

 

T 
he summer has flown by and the 
2009-2010 school year will be in 
full swing before we know it. Our 

staff of dedicated teachers is looking forward to a great year.  
Openings are available in our Threeõs Program and our 
Playgroup.  The Threeõs Program is designed for children 
who will be three years old prior to September 1, 2009 and  
meets either Monday/Wednesday/Friday mornings or on 
Tuesday/Thursday mornings from 9:15 a.m. -12:00 p.m.  
Our Playgroup is a program for children who will be turn-
ing three years old between September 1 and December 31, 
2009, and meets on Tuesday/Thursday or Wednesday/
Friday mornings from 9:15-11:45 a.m.  Please call 978-475-
4037 if you or someone you know is interested. 
 
The success of last springõs fundraiser allowed us to plan 
many enrichment activities for the children including a chil-
drenõs fitness program, monthly music classes, Spanish 
classes for threes and fours, activities for families including 
workshops and evenings of stories and Discovery Science 
and field trips.  We are very grateful to all who supported 
the spring fundraiser. 
 
The beginning of a new school year means that at Christ 
Church Childrenõs Center we start planning for the follow-
ing school year.  The enrollment process for 2010-2011 be-
gins in December when we begin accepting application 
forms from currently enrolled students, their siblings and 
church members.  Pledging church members receive prefer-
ence in enrollment for the three-year-old classes and play-
group. 

Lazarus House  

Invites You to Join  

 Hike for Hope  

 

L 
azarus House invites you to join the 10th annual Hike 
for Hope on Sunday, October 4. Enjoy a fun after-
noon while helping others by walking 1 or 5 miles, 

and then celebrate your accomplishment with food and fes-
tivities. Held at Merrimack College, the event raises aware-
ness for homelessness and the need for affordable housing, 
and provides funds to support the families living in transi-
tional housing while working to improve their lives. 
  
Create a team, join a team, walk or be a volunteer. Over the 
past nine years, thousands of walkers, donors, volunteers 
and sponsors brought a dream to reality by supporting the 
Lazarus House Transitional Housing Program. In the fall of 
2007, Lazarus House opened Capernaum Place, a 20-unit com-
plex, to serve as the bridge between homelessness and per-
manent housing. 
 
It is a beautiful, loving home where people who were home-
less can enjoy safe, secure housing while they attain the life 
skills necessary to live independent and productive lives. The 
Hike is the main funding source for the comprehensive sup-
port services including advocacy, personalized case manage-
ment, life-skills education, economic training and independ-
ent living skills. Capernaum Place also provides a nurturing 
environment for those that make up the largest population 
of homeless in the state ð children. 
 
When you join the Hike for Hope and raise funds for transi-
tional housing, you assist earnest families in improving their 
lives and break the cycle of poverty for future genera-
tions. For more information go to www.hikeforhope.org or 
contact Anne Lamontagne at lee-anne@verizon.net or 978-
470-0870 . 

There are many great things happening in the Christian Ed 
Committee this year and we welcome your insight, feedback 
and involvement to make Christ Church a strong founda-
tion for our young people as they embark on their spiritual 
journey.  Please contact Adam Shoemaker, Liz Dietz, Kath-
leen Bates or Jen Cordes with any questions.  We look for-
ward to an exciting year and opportunity to work with the 
young people of our parish!  

Christian Ed continued from p. 4. all amazed by what and who they are. 
 
This mission trip was spectacular for all of us and the ex-
perience is unforgettable.  We, and the people of El Car-
men, would like to thank all who donated to this trip.  If 
you have any questions about the trip, feel free to ask.  Dr. 
Don DeLollis and I will have an informational discussion 
about the trip sometime in the fall. 
 
     Peter Novello 

El Salvador continued from p. 2. 

http://www.hikeforhope.org/
mailto:lee-anne@verizon.net


Life at Christ Church  

The Prophet  Volume 50 , Issue 7  Page 6  

Sunday Coffee 

Hour Needs You!!!  
 

T 
he Coffee Hour Ministry needs 
a few more members willing to 
Hostess three times a year.  Job 

description: remind your pre-assigned 
team to bring in goodies, set out the food and clear the ta-
ble.  It is an enjoyable way to help serve the congrega-
tion.  New bakers or buyers of goodies and treats are also 
always welcome.  If you can help, please contact Marti 
Johnson at 978 276 5664 or martijohnson@comcast.net.   

Summer Property Projects  

 

I 
t has been a busy summer for Mark Pomerleau, manag-
ing a number of important projects around both the 
church and Park Street properties.  Significant progress 

has been made in upgrading areas of concern at both loca-
tions. 
 

It has been an ongoing concern of the Property Committee 
and many members of the church that the church was not 
very òaccess friendlyó to the handicapped, particularly the 
wheelchair-bound.  Last year, ramps were acquired to im-
prove access to our buildings. This year, we now have pro-
vided access to toilet facilities by reconfiguring the main 
floor menõs room into a fully accessible restroom.  Just to 
be clear, this bathroom is still the main floor menõs room, 
and it is anticipated that 90% of its use will be as that desig-
nation.  However, by changing the fixtures the door and the 
hardware, it will also serve as a handicapped bathroom. It 
will also serve as a mother-son or father-daughter toilet fa-
cility.  Many thanks to the Vestry, the wardens and the rec-
tor for supporting this project, and special òThank you!(s)ó 
to the individual parishioners who believed in the projects 
and contributed to the fundraising efforts over the past 
three years, and to Mary and Brian Ambrefe, for the dona-
tion of the mandated handrails in the bathroom. 
 

We also addressed several safety and comfort issues at the 
back of the Parish Hall building and in the education wing.  
Throughout the winters, Mark has spent considerable time, 
using many pounds of ice melt, to keep the back driveway 
clear of ice caused by the runoff from the parlor roof freez-
ing on the driveway almost nightly.  Using a design devel-
oped by parishioner Chris Huntress, we installed a dry well 
that should eliminate the problem under most conditions.  
We also had insulation blown into the back wall to improve 
heat retention in the parlor and classrooms below.  Next 
year, when the planned replacement windows and new sid-
ing are installed, those rooms should be much improved in 
their capacity to retain the desired temperature, both in 
summer and in winter. 
 

Another safety improvement was completed in the educa-
tion wing.  Several years ago a parent of a child in the Chil-
drenõs Center inquired about radon levels in the lower level.  
While the issue had never been raised before, Bill Hastings, 
representing both the Property Committee and the Chil-
drenõs Center board, took the responsibility to have the test-
ing done and it was determined that we did indeed have a 
radon issue.  The lower level was òremediatedó this summer 

and post-installation testing has given us a clean bill of 
health. 
 

None of this would have been possible without the funds 
generated by the Thrift Shop.  Once again, the work of this 
ministry has enabled the parish to complete improvements 
that benefit us all. 
 

The committee also responded to the Vestryõs call to assist 
with a Park Street building upgrade of its heating system 
and improve its heat retention capacity.  Due to the age of 
the heating oil storage tanks, there was a small risk that a 
heating oil spill in the Park Street basement could cause sig-
nificant ecological harm and put the church, as owner, at 
risk.  Once again, Mark Pomerleau and our plumbing con-
tractor, White Star Plumbing, developed a solution that 
converted Park Streetõs heating system to natural gas.  We 
also replaced the windows on the second floor and plan to 
replace the windows on the third floor next year.  This is 
the beginning of a five-year plan to improve the energy effi-
ciency of the entire building and ultimately reduce the an-
nual costs borne by the parish and its tenants to maintain 
the building. 
 

Mike Bates 
For the Property Committee  

Continued... 

Property continued. 

New Parish Directory  

on the Way ! 
 

T 
he new parish directory is being printed right now, 
and should be here by mid-October.  We will make 
an announcement when it comes in, so you can pick 

up your copy.  Look for more info in the October Prophet  

mailto:martijohnson@comcast.net
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Transitions  
 

Baptisms  
 

May 31 
 

 Samantha Jane Cashman 
Daughter of Richard & Marianne Cashman 

 

Henry Robert Chiesa 
Son of John & Claire Chiesa 

 

Samuel Richard Healy 
Son of Matthew & Jennifer Healy 

 

August 9 
 

Carmen Adina Johnson 
Daughter of Robert & Natalie Johnson 

 

Brynn Cullen McMillan 
Daughter of Matthew & Kathleen McMillan 

 

Joseph Michael Parisi 
Son of Ronald & Kerry Ann Parisi 

 
Wedding 

 

Alice Mann & Tom Grannemann - July 11 
 

Funerals 
 

Thomas Hood - June 12 
 

Dorris Hood - June 22 

        MARLAND FUND for 

2009 ï2010  

 

B 
e remembered for your generosity by leaving a last-
ing legacy by including the Parish of Christ 
Church in your will. Simply leave our church a spe-

cific sum of money or other asset. Some parishioners desig-
nate a percentage of their estate òrest, residue and remain-
deró of their estate after all other bequests, debts and taxes 
have been paid. Rest assured that by establishing the Mar-
land Fund your gifts will be safeguarded and used for spe-
cific purposes outlined in the charter. 
 
Make the Christ Church a priority when preparing your will. 
Need help or have questions, call the Glebe House and 

leave a message for Jim Walker.  

Music at  

Christ Church  

Choir Practices  

Resume  
 

I 
f you love to sing or ring bells, consider joining one of 
the following five choirs: 
 

Angel Choir (grades K-2) 
 Tuesdays, 3:30- 4:30 p.m. 
 Beginning September 15 
 Registration: Sunday, September 13 at 11:30 a.m. 
 

St. Cecilia Choristers (grades 3-8, unchanged voices) 
 Tuesdays, 4:30 ð 5:30 p.m. 
 Beginning September 15 
 Registration:  Sunday, September 13 at 11:30 a.m. 
 

Carnegie Hall Schola (ages 12-18, unchanged voices) 
 Tuesdays, 5:30 ð 6:30 p.m. 
 Beginning October 6 
 Performance at Carnegie Hall, New York City on     
 Sunday, May 30, 2010  -  By audition only.   
 Call 978-664-4705 to reserve an audition time  
 Audition dates:   

Sunday, September 13 from noon ð 2 p.m. 
Tuesday, September 14 from 5:30 ð 7 p.m. 

 

Parish Choir (adults and high school singers) 
 Thursdays, 7:30 ð 9 p.m. 
 Beginning September 10 
 

Bell Choir (adults and high school ringers) 
 Thursdays, 6:15 ð 7:15 p.m. 
 Beginning October 1 
 

For further information, please contact Barbara Bruns, Min-
ister of Music, at bbruns@christchurchandover.org or call 
978-475-0529, Ext. 14 

Christmas Faire  
 

T 
he return of the Christmas Faire last year 
turned out to be a wonderful fellowship event 
that was received with much enthusiasm.  

Would you like to see the Faire happen again this year? 
 

Please contact the Glebe House if you are willing to 
participate in a 2009 Christmas Faire and whether you 
might be interested in helping to chair the event. 

mailto:bbruns@christchurchandover.org


to blossom in my absence. 
 
Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, a Jesuit theologian of the 20th 

century, wrote that òjoy is the infallible sign of the presence 

of God.ó  I look forward to sharing the joys of these past 

six months ð yours and mine ð in the coming days! 
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Rectorõs desk continued from p. 1. 

Parish Yard Sale 

Is  

October 3  

 

G 
o green at the parish Yard 
Sale! Itõs a great opportunity to declutter ñ and 
recycle ñ for a good cause. Itõs also a fun way to 

volunteer, and many hands are needed during the drop-off 
day, at the sale, and for the post-sale cleanup. Especially 
appreciated are drivers who can show up at the end of the 
sale and transport a carload of unsold merchandise to Laza-
rus House in Lawrence. Here are the details: 
 

Î Drop off: Friday, October 2, 9 a.m. ð 7 p.m. 
 

Î Yard Sale: Saturday, October 3, 8 a.m. ð 1 p.m. 
 

Î Cleanup: Saturday, October 3, 1:01 ð approxi-
mately 2 p.m.   

 

Î Donations: small furniture, working appliances, 
toys, games, clothing (Weõre sorry but the Yard Sale 
canõt accept large metal items, TVs, computer 
equipment, or skis.) 

 

Î Volunteers: Just show up when you have a spare 
hour or two, or contact anyone on the committee. 

 

Î Questions? Call any of the friendly folks on the 
Yard Sale Committee: Kathleen Bates, 978-682-
6108; Sarah Buck, 978-470-8745; Liz Dietz, 978-
475-2199; Karen English, 978-474-0633; Elizabeth 
French, 978-470-1279; Susan Richardson, 978-470-
3665; Beth Rufo, 978-470-0115. 

News from  

The Thrift Shop  

 

W 
elcome to September with 
schedules, busy lives and a 
completed Main Street project!  

Seems like the summer that started late just flew by. Sum-
mer at the Thrift shop was quite eventful. July was the an-
nual month-long close and this July brought the much an-
ticipated new furnace installation! This means that next win-
ter should be warmer for all the tenants in the Park Street 
building as we hopefully save some money! The job was 
completed on time and the clean-up was easier than ex-
pected.  August 3rd brought the shopõs reopening and the 
consigners and donors did not disappoint with great mer-
chandise on display.   
 
We are encouraging anyone with some time to share, to 
volunteer a few hours in the shop and make new friends or 
get reacquainted with familiar faces. 
 
The Thrift Shop, located on Park Street, is open Monday-

Friday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. and the first three Saturdays of the 

month 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.  Donations gratefully accepted the 

last two weeks of the month. 

Group to Meet for Those 

Who are Unemployed or 

Seeking More Meaningful  

Employment  

 

I 
n late August, a group of parishioners gathered to re-
flect upon how we have been impacted by the econ-
omy ð either personally or through the experiences of 

those that we love.  We shared stories of struggles to find 
work, retirement deferred, and many other challenges re-
lated to these difficult times in which we live. We concluded 
our time together by trying to think of some tangible ways 
that we might be of help to one another and all those who 
might be struggling here at Christ Church. One of the sug-
gestions mentioned was to see if those who are either cur-
rently unemployed or underemployed would be interested 
in coming together on a regular basis for support and to 
share ideas to help find work. This group might also be a 
forum in which the parish could offer small workshops on 

Continued on p. 9... 


