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From Rector 6s

The forty days of Lent have always struck me as a worthy metaphor f

nancy (or perhaps vice vedgaregnancy as a worthy metaphor for Lent).
sense of interiority and reflection, but also of expectation and the promisg
life seem to map so closely onto the promise of Easter that we await du
season. | cannot speak, exceptinasécand d way, about
an experience | have had, nor shall | ever, except as an expectant father
a deeply human (the quintessentially husim@gua nopexperience that, whethg
we ever actually give birth to a child or not, we feel and experience in so many
ways. We all give birth to ideas, hopes, dreams, and there is often a lot of w
expectation, planning, uncertainty, and yes, mystery involved.

But birth al most always involves

do we? And yet, pain is part of the birthing process. And so it is, often,
many of the hopes and dreams we bring to life. We are not only in the
Lent now in our liturgical life, but our parish is in a time also of giving b
new hopes and dreams in our building project. Pain is to be expected ¢
way, not avoided or thought of as a reason not to do it. Perhaps you are
ing through something in your ow
volves pain, but that is necessary to something new just waiting to be bor

Richard Rohr is a Roman Catholic contemplative whose insights into the
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It is the Vision of Christ Church to be an open, welcoming Episcopal congregation living the
Gospel of Jesus Christ. In the power of the Holy Spirit, we seek to nurture our spiritual
growth through worship and prayer, learning and teaching, support and service. We aspire
into
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Renew and Rejoice Campaign

e have been working behind the scenes making slow but ste

W

gress with the campaign. The Vestry and Building Committee copfip4§ade Palms
to be involved reviewing contracts that will reflect a cost savings even

before the plans for the project are finalized. We have begun to schedule rgesd@sNight at

with various ministries within the parish. In addition, we are spending time &ttddgickers
ing small gatherings in the homes of parishioners to present the campaign Ie}n
you would like us to attend one of your meetings, or if you can host a small

ing in your home (i.e., dessert and coffee, wine and cheese, etc.) please q@aai@¢EVENsonas

and we will be happy to work with you.

The oquietd fundraising phase is
figure out a realistic goal that will reflect fiscal responsibility to the parish.

0... on page 6.

In This Issue
aMBBr%I-the Thrift Shop p. 2
p.3
p.5
éfek Schedule p. 6
p.7
Diaper Lenten Drive p8

still wunderway. At
Communities Together
p. 10

Lenten Services

If you have questions, or would like to get involved ,please contact SceihsgéiMemorial
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Merrimack Valley Project
Justice for Homeowners and
Tenants

Letds Hear
the MEN of The ——
Thrift Sh N

By Rosemarie Buxton

} 2 Pante B |

e talk a lot about the amy__ #=
emember the Gospel story about the steward wh ing women who keep th\
is forgiven a large debt by his master, but refuses t Thrift Shop running but every once in a while

forgive a smaller debt by his own servant? Thisv& should recognize the contributions of several men of
the current situation in the mortgage industry, where banks parish. At the beginning of each month during the
have received bailit money, but will not extend the samep T alkre6 per i od, consignors b
level of understanding to homeowners facing economiise which are then labeled and stacked while waiting to be
hardship who are asking for more affordable mortgages@acessed. For many years Don Downes has led his bri-
that they can remain in their homes. gade of stalwarts including Roger Collins and more recently
Doug Cornell, Norm Scarpulla and Jerry LaBarre. Tom
February has been a busy month for Merrimack Valley| P8chnorrenberg picks up and delivers tags on a regular basis
ject (MVP). On February | 3o hiswife,\K&rénasb thadthey iy hdesycled ant beg@seds
including a few who are experiencing foreclosure, tookviichael Bates leads the group which keeps the Park Street
bus to Boston to bring their concerns to aléel execu-| property in ship shape and with infinite patience puts up
tive at Wells Fargo. Three members of Christ Church gfith the many requests from management.
tended this ofield tripo: Rev. Jef f Gil |l ; I\/|VP Pre
Rosemarie Buxton: and letige MVP member, Skip Ec- But perhaps our most dedicated and undervalued volunteer
cles. Our purpose: to get a faxéace meeting with a de- 1S Robert Cummings, who took over the position of Treas-

cisionmaker at that bank to hear the voices of homeownd{&" Several years ago after the retirement of Dorris Hood.
who are facing foreclosure and who are seeking to negotE@® Pays the bills, keeps track of payroll, monitors cash
to modify their loans. Wells Fargo asked our group BPVW, Prepares monthly fma_nmals, corrects our mlstak_e§ (at
about 20 people to step outside, and like many of the horff@St one of the manageraaga math whiz!), serves as liai-
owners caught in the net of bank bureaucracy, Presidepf Petween the Board and Maria in the business office,
Rosemarie Buxton, Vice President Rev. Victor Jarvis, it keeps the bookkeeping side of the Thrift Shop in per-
Lead Organizer, Lisa Vinij %‘%quef: Np Bgﬂgqmﬂ gajpulage she numper of gours
lobby in hopes of obtaining a meeting from a spokespersgf® Puts in behind the scenes and we are all tremendously
from the bank. Eventually, we were also offered| tr@ateful.

ohospitalityo of Wells Fago,gt@zﬂl%/ougeintlérﬁe\ﬁ%dluhteees wihied e o MV&Pn
allied group City Life prfortoens taeld tolfe yBank@sdqupfat he
practices and callous treatment of homeowners experiegee hi nd each of these dedi ca
ing financial hardship. voted Thrift Shop woman!

MVP held another action |in front_ of St . Anneds Epi s
Church in Lowell. At this action, Rev. Peter Lovett called oln

on Wells Fargo and other lending institutions to stop f r¢abitat for Humanity

closures and evictions and to extend the benefits of their H ®

bailouts to their customers. Homeowners facing foreclo- On March 27 EH E

sure and eviction in the Lowell area told personal stories

about the oOdeaf earsbo turrlenqerege@ it [bikidg fOIdw Enfik bankss.

action was reported in tHeowell Surwhich created Church parishioners in working oHabitat for Human-
broader awareness of that area of the issues of homeqwnirsity project? A group from Christ Church will be work-

facing economic hardship. ing on aHabitatproject on March 27 and is looking for

_ ) _ _ others to join us on this day. Please contact David Tringali
On March 7, Merrimack Valley Project is holding a delgr 9784091330 ordavid tringali@verizon.nét you are
Continued on p 8...interested or want more information.
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Evangelism: Sharing the Hope

that is Within Us
The Rev. Adam Shoenake
have recently heard from a number of parishio
about their discomfort in admitting to friends that tk
go to church. ol worry
me, 6 some comment . Ot he
avoid making their friends feel uncomfortable or eve
getting into an argument with people that they love.

Now before | go any further with this article, let me as
you that there are few things more deadly to say at a
then, 01 0&dm a priest. o6 In

| get when | admit to others what | do for a living is eith
full-on retreat to the other side of the room or license
someone to tell me their life story or to tell me just v
theyreallt hi nk about the whol
these reactions are necessarily my idea of a fun time!

And yet, there does seem to be something inhejetathe
| say, dOevangelistic, 6 64
something amounting to an imperative to share our
with those around us (see Matthew 28:19).

The problem is, of course, that this is easier said than
0 particularly for those of us Episcopalians who tend t
a shy and introverted bu

about the word oevangeli $
us would want to be mistaken for is an evangelical Chrji

or to be allied with the man or woman who stands on tH:é

street corner asking pAnds

most of us moderns, living in the pluralistic America |t
we do, sure dondét want t

or even offensive to people of other faith traditions
those with no faith at a
might reason to ourselves. So, we decide to keep ou
insided to consider it a strictly private matieznd maybe
even decide to hide the fact, from our-aloarch going
friends, that we belong to a church at all.

The problem with this is that when we choose to keeq
faith concealed, we risk losing out on a chance to help
people around us in a way that we might never
thought possible.

In his bookletA Shy Personds Gui
ism Steven Bonsey, a prie
pretend [for a moment] that you are someone who migh
willing, in theory, at some point, possibly, to consid
maybe doing somet hi ng-typeh

Fair Trade Palms
for Palm Sunday

—

ners 4

Debbie Moskal
ey sus?o entrance [
rﬁe{ﬂﬂd by éubllz\),\rll vyaylng of
, enagte d epc
me Balm '@un ay in Chrisli an congre-
of
gat|ons worldwide as the observance of Holy Week begins.
More that 300 million palm fronds are harvested each year
sufer the U.S. consumption alone, most of them for Palm
p&tyday.
my experience, the frequent
er@hur c hes 6 -tade panes isoh thef riad. As the
fowvorld becomes more interconnected, decisions that once
vhaffected only local communities now impact people around
e theogtolee| Nagyi congregatipns tpday dre algningetheio le-
liefs and values to support environmentally and socially re-
sponsible organizations.

brgrUHe 1agt felv Year8 BhrisP Gnréhehad recélved airmhs!
faiffhm the Andrew Lane Co. which purchases palms from a
family farm in South Texas. The farm grows native palm
ddses for landscaping and Palm Sunday services. The family
b it aside over 300 acres of land as a permanent preserve ir
W &g Rio Grgpde V@liey, kpqwn asdthe Harjief B, Gipspaghs
WgdergessAreavvatexasiapdconsgréancy).qrdy i n g m

istia
elds are only harvested once a year, serving as a safe he
for Iggeq) plants and wildlife.\|-eaves ar ogl)étﬂken rgmy,
ature tre?s and when the tre)(Je_s are rea y to be so %d for

3”8'58%'89 apRliGatipns < The, Balmy, Jupday, paiing, comg

ftrom a varlety of desert palms and they do not'sell the over

| harvestgd“mpg:% ghamagdorgaa{:)@lm wh o

%very year the annual harvest of palms provides several
hundred jobs to people in one of the lowest economic re-
gions of the United States. The company is known for its
fair working conditions and as a result almost 75% of these
oworkers return year after year to work for the company.
otkiéorkers are paid fairly and treated according to all legal and
hagthical standards. In addition, this year the palm supplier
has pledged a portion of their sales to fourpmofit or-
anlz{';\tlons peﬁwefltlnqjenwron{nental and hymargtarlan eé

rts
using palms harvested that are fair trade and environ-

in
5

entally resp onS|bIe we ensure Ihat our Hogy Week ceIeQra—
Aibns refid the s€asoMaPspirit. ©

a b g2
rs have

H

~

is rif

our di ocese, writes,
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SAVE THE DATE!
2d Apnnualf+ di 55umme
Event to Focus on the
Civil Rights Movement
July 26 29 t at South Church

The Rev. Adam Shoem

he 5F event (Faith, Friends, Fun, Fellowship,

Food) is held on four consecutive evenings €

July by Christ Church, West Parish, and S
Church and features activities for all ages including
music, worship, Bible study, crafts, and gathesill be
held Monday through Thursday, July 29, from 5:30
8:15 p.m., at South Churchand dinner is included s
families and individuals can easily come after work, (¢
or sports commitments.

This year, our t heme wi l
explore how Godds spirit
Rights Movement in America. Each evening, we will t3

Giving a Little,
Making a Big

Difference
Christy Harvey
Director of t he

Chil dr er

rist Church Chil drenos

a C
ter (CCCC) was recently in-
vited to join forces with

Brooks School in their collection of materials needed in
Haiti. Bob Flanagan, the husband of one our fours teachers
and the Brooks School Minister coordinated this work
through the Sisters of Saint Margaret, whose mother house
is located in Boston and has assisted the people of Haiti
with a convent, orphanage and church since 1919, all of
which have been destroyed. One particular item of need is
bars of soap. The families at CCCC collected bars of soap
from February 3 through February 9, and in just one short
were able to collect hundreds of bars of soap. On Tuesday,
February 9th, Mr. Flanagan visited CCCC with a student
from Brooks School to piakp the soap and say "Thanks"

to the children for their hard work. The soap was shipped
to Haiti during the week of February 15th. This small, al-
most insignificant effort, was incredibly important to the
people of Haiti and to the children at the school. It was a
wonderful way for the children to learn about reaching out
to those in need and how giving even a small donation can
make a big difference.

5F continued.

OFreedom Rided to |l earn abc
events and places that were important to the Civil Rights
Movement. The lessons for children, teens, and adults will
promote Godds power for I i f
L Nity, as persons are reconciled to one another and to Jesus
3 Christ.

PL This theme is particularly walited for a muki

sl generational event. We will sing freedom songs together like
OWe Shall Overcomed and OE
There will be opportunities for those who participated in

0 the Civil Rights Movement to tell their stories to our young

@ people and each other. And we will have the opportunity to
pray together!

| Please speak with Adam after church or email hish@d! © W

maker@christchurchandover,dfg/ou have any questiofsV i
K or would be willing to share your experience of the Civil

Continued. .

Rights Movement with others.
























