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It is the Vision of Christ Church to be an open, welcoming Episcopal congregation living the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. In the power of the Holy Spirit, we seek to nurture our spiritual 
growth through worship and prayer, learning and teaching, support and service. We aspire 
to put Godõs love into action within our own lives, in our congregation and in our world.  
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Renew & Rejoice  

Scott &Susan Richardson 
 

W 
e are well on our way with the Renew and Rejoice Campaign with 
gifts and pledges totaling over $1,750,000. In addition, we have an 
anonymous $250,000 challenge where each gift and pledge received 

up to June 15 will be matched dollar-for-dollar. If you have not already made a 
commitment to the campaign, or are considering increasing your gift, there is 
no better time. With this generous challenge we could add another $500,000 to 
the campaign funds. 
 
There will be an informational presentation of the campaign following the 
10:00 a.m. service on Sunday, June 6, in the sanctuary. If you have not yet heard 
the presentation, or have questions and need additional information, please join 
us. You may also contact Scott and Susan Richardson at 978-470-3665 or 
susan.richardson4@comcast.net.  

 

 

 

 

J2A Car Wash  

Sunday,  

June 13th  

9 a.m. -  1 p.m.  

Matt Lennon for the J2A Youth Group 
 

T 
he J2A youth group is holding a 
car wash Sunday, June 13th to 
raise money for our pilgrimage 

to Belize this summer. We will be set up 
at the DanversBank parking lot, which is 
down Central Street from Christ 
Church. Carwash hours are from 9 a.m. 
until 1 p.m. Save time and have your car 
washed after the 8 a.m. service or during 
the 10 a.m. service ð just leave your keys 
with one of our valets. Please donate 
generously and support the J2Aõs pil-
grimage trip. Thank you! 

From the Rectorôs Desk 
 

I 
 can still hear the words ð òAfrica, O Africaéó sung to a deeply soulful 
tune by one of South Africaõs popular vocalists.  She was performing in 
Mombasa, Kenya, at the recent gathering of Amahoro-Africa.  I wish I 

could remember more of the words to this very moving song, but it was an an-
them to the deep yearnings and hopes of this vast continent and its diverse peo-
ples, represented at the gathering by around 200 individuals from 22 countries 
in Africa and four other continents.  It was both a lament of all that is wrong 
and a celebration of Africaõs unique gifts and possibilities.  It was a cry to God 
not to forget Africa.  I was privileged once again, now for the third year in a 
row, to be a part of the Amahoro Gathering, where I have met some of the 
most remarkable people.   
 

Following this yearõs Gathering, I spent a week in Rwanda with one of the peo-
ple I met two years ago, the Rev. Philbert Kalisa.  Philbert and the organization 
he founded 15 years ago ð REACH Rwanda ð had asked me to help lead a re-
treat for pastors who are engaged in the work of reconciliation in this tiny, Cen-
tral African country that is still dealing with the effects of its 1994 genocide.  
We dealt with issues of leadership and conflict in their own contexts, and talked 
also about some of the challenges and conflicts we face in the church here in 
the US.  It was a wonderful opportunity to address some of the issues that have 
divided the Anglican Communion, including the Anglican Church of Rwanda 
and the Episcopal Church of the US ,in these past few years.  We built some 
bridges in our conversations and, I believe, laid some of the groundwork for 
the reestablishment of communion between our two provinces in the future.   

Continued on p. 7... 
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Summer at 

the Thrift 

Shop  

The Thrift Shop Board 
 

I 
n May the Board 
hosted our volunteers 
at the annual luncheon 

to say Thank You for all the hours they have given to the 
Shop over the past year.  Board Chair Ellen George ac-
knowledged in particular the many years given by members 
of our take-in team, Don Downes and Clint Shaw, as we 
mourn the recent passing of long-time friend Roger Collins. 
Ellen also thanked outgoing Chair Elizabeth French and 
board member Nancy Haak who òretiredó this year.   
 
As we look forward to summer, we welcome the new take-
in team led by Norm Scarpulla, assisted by Doug Cornell 
and new members Ed Bogusz, Jerry LaBarre, Bill Anderson 
and Leo Bernard who will be off and running when we re-
open in August. 
 
The Shop will be open all four Saturdays in June from 10 
a.m. ð 2 p.m.   We can accept donations through Saturday, 
June 12 which also marks the kick-off for our store-wide 
half-price sale and will continue through the end of the 
month.   Sale time is hectic while it lasts so come in for an 
hour or two to help out and/or  pick up a few bargains at 
rock-bottom prices! 
 
Keep in mind that we close for the month of July and will 
re-open on Monday, August 3rd with completely new mer-
chandise. And the Andover Thrift Shop is now on Facebook!     

Transitions  

 

Baptisms 
April 3, 2010 

 

Katja Elizabeth Latva-Kokko 
Daughter of Mika and Amy Latva-Kokko 

 

Theodore Wesley Mayer 
Son of Randall & Stacie Mayer 

 

Ryan Francis Moriarty 
Son of Michael & Kristen Moriarty 

 

Ella Louisa Pierson 
Daughter of Geoffrey & Ana Pierson 

 

May 23, 2010 
 

Ryan Paul Graffeo 
Son of Daniel & Kim Graffeo 

 

Tegan Dorothy McMillan 
Daughter of Matthew & Kathleen McMillan 

 
Confirmed into the Episcopal Church  

April 24, 2010 
 

Christopher Payne-Taylor 
Karen Payne-Taylor 
Zoe Payne-Taylor 

 

Received into the Episcopal Church 
April 24, 2010 

 

Michelle Margolis 
John Eric Romagnoli 

 
Memorials 

 

Robert L. Wright - April 10, 2010 
 

Samuel Stevens Rogers ð May 20, 2010 

Habitat  for  

Humanity  

Work Day  

 

J oin fellow Christ Church volun-
teers on a Habitat for Humanity 
work project. Christ Church mem-

bers will be working on a Merrimack 
Valley Habitat for Humanity building project on June 19th 
and are seeking other parishioners interested in helping 
build on this day. Please contact David Tringali at 978-409-
1330 or david_tringali@verizon.net if you are interested or 
want more information.  

UTO Thanks You  

 

T 
hank you to all that have con-
tributed so generously to the 
United Thank Offering. If you 

would like to join this wonderful ministry, blue boxes are 
available on the table in the narthex or at the Glebe House. 
Your prayers and contributions really do matter and are a 
wonderful way to say òthank youó for all the blessings in 
our lives. 

mailto:david_tringalli@verizon.net
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/uto.htm
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/uto.htm
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An Invitation to our Newcomers: 
 

The Newcomers Committee of  
The Parish of Christ Church  
And Jeff and Carolyn Gill  

invite you to a  
 

Newcomers Brunch  
in the Rectory  

Sunday, June 6th at 11:45 a.m.  
 

Babysitting and lunch for children will be 
provided in Room 109.  

Please RSVP to Mary Ann Lennon  
at 978 -475-0529, x17  

or at  
mlennon@christchurchandover.org   

Vestry Notes  

Alison Novello, Sr. Warden 
 

T 
his is an exciting time to be part of Christ Church.  
Change is sometimes hard but stewardship of our 
175-year-old building is critical.  In looking at the 

photos on the wall of the Parish Hall, I wonder how hard it 
was for past parishioners to live through each of those 
changes? In the 1950s when the five windows in the apse 
were covered up? As the tall reredos (did you know that was 
the name of the thing behind the altar?) went up in the 
1960s? What about when the gas lights were replaced with 
electricity and how about when the sound system was in-
stalled?  Or when the altar was moved from the back wall 
so that the celebrant could look at the congregation?  How 
about when women were allowed to join the choir in 1964 ð 
or girls be acolytes! Our first female acolyte was Rachel Bo-
wen in 1973. Among the most significant events in the 
Episcopal Church and at Christ Church was the ordination 
of women to the priesthood in 1976. What a different place 
Christ Church would be today if we hadnõt had women at 
the altar beginning with the Rev. Marjean Bailey in 1982. 
Our new worship space will give us the ability to explore 
many more forms of participatory worship. The vestry en-
courages you to join them in becoming a part of our Capital 
Campaign and the future of Christ Church ð for our chil-
dren and our childrenõs children.  NOW is the time to make 
your pledge.   
 

On May 16th the Campaign was announced along with an 
anonymous matching grant of $250,000 for all pledges re-
ceived between now and June 15th!   Many of us have made 
the biggest gift of our lifetime.  Thank you to all of you who 
have already pledged, and I urge you to join with us if you 
havenõt.    
 

As the spiritual leaders of Christ Church, it is the fiduciary 
responsibility of the Vestry to spend only what we receive in 
pledges on this project.  Because payments on pledges will 
be received in a three- to five-year time frame, our treasur-
ers, Allen Townsend and Bill Hastings, are procuring short-
term financing for that period.   
 

On behalf of the Vestry, I extend a very hearty thanks to 
Susan and Scott Richardson, for the endless hours of dedi-
cation and work they each continue to put into this.  Tom 
Childs and Chris Huntress have now worked for several 
years on the building plans as the co-chairs of the Building 
Committee.  Over the summer there will be decisions made 
as needed and as we continue to move forward to Renew 
and Rejoice! 

Summer Choir  
 

E 
very Sunday morning from June 20 through Sep-

tember 5, the Summer Choir will sing an anthem, 

hymns, psalm, and service music at the 10:00 a.m. 

service.  Adults, teens, and young singers with choral experi-

ence are invited to attend a rehearsal at 9:00 a.m. prior to 

the service.  If you love to sing and are not away on vaca-

tion, please join the Summer Choir! For more information, 

contact Barbara Bruns, Minister of Music 

bbruns@christchurchandover.org). 

Praying  

 

It doesnõt have to be 
the blue iris, it could be 

weeds in a vacant lot, or a few 
small stones; just 

pay attention, then patch 
 

a few words together and donõt try 
to make them elaborate, it isnõt 

a contest but the doorway 
 

into thanks, and a silence in which 
another voice may speak.   

Mary Oliver, Thirst 

mailto:mlennon@christchurchandover.org
mailto:bbruns@christchurchandover.org
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SAVE THE DATE!  

2 nd  Annual ñ5-Fò 

 Summer Event to   

Focus on the  

Civil Rights Movement  

July 26 -29 th at  

South Church  

The Rev. Adam Shoemaker 
 

T 
he 5-F event (Faith, Friends, Fun, Fellowship, and 
Food) is held on four consecutive evenings each 
July by Christ Church, West Parish, and South 

Church and features activities for all ages including skits, 
music, worship, Bible study, crafts, and games.  It will be 
held Monday through Thursday, July 26-29, from 5:30-
8:15 p.m. at South Church, and dinner is included so fami-
lies and individuals can easily come after work, camp, or 
sports commitments. 
 

This year, our theme will be òOn the Moveó, and we will 
explore how Godõs spirit gave momentum to the Civil 
Rights Movement in America. Each evening, we will take a 
òFreedom Rideó to learn about some of the lesser known 
events and places that were important to the Civil Rights 
Movement. The lessons for children, teens, and adults will 
promote Godõs power for life in building up the commu-
nity, as persons are reconciled to one another and to Jesus 
Christ. 
 

This theme is particularly well-suited for a multi-
generational event. We will sing freedom songs together like 
òWe Shall Overcomeó and òEverybody Says Freedom.ó 
There will be opportunities for those who participated in 
the Civil Rights Movement to tell their stories to our young 
people and each other. And we will have the opportunity to 
pray together! 
 

Please speak with Adam after church or email him at ashoe-
maker@christchurchandover.org, if you have any questions 
or would be willing to share your experience of the Civil 
Rights Movement with others.  

September Prophet  

Articles Due   
 

T 
he deadline for the September 
Prophet  is Wednesday, August 18th. By this 
date, parishioners are encouraged to submit articles 

about the life of the congregation, events or committees to 
Debbie Moskal, (dmoskal@christchurchandover.org) Di-
rector of Communications.  

J2A Pilgrimage Trip to Belize  
 

G 
iven the fact that theyõve been preparing (and 
fundraising a lot!) for the last two years, itõs hard 
to believe that itõs almost time for our J2A youth 

group to leave for their long-awaited pilgrimage trip to Be-
lize! The J2A pilgrimage is the centerpiece of our youth cur-
riculum at Christ Church and offers young adults the 
chance to focus upon a journey, far away from home, as a 
means of growing deeper in their relationships with God, 
themselves, and one another. This will be our largest pil-
grimage group yet with about twenty teens and five adult 
chaperones. The group will be spending most of its time 
exploring the beautiful natural surroundings that Belize has 
to offer and learning about the indigenous cultures and reli-
gious practices that have shaped the traditions of this pre-
dominantly Christian country.  There will also be a one-day 
mission opportunity for our youth to serve some local chil-
dren in the area.  Each day will also include time for wor-
ship, prayer, and reflection on the experience that the pil-
grims are having.  Past pilgrimages have been to San Fran-
cisco, the Canadian Rockies, Iceland, and Scotland. 
 

The group will look forward to having opportunities to 
share this experience with the whole parish after they re-
turn. Please keep all the pilgrims in your thoughts and 
prayers during this final stage of preparation and during the 
travels July 1 - 10th! 

Important Pre -Pilgrimage Dates  
 

JUNE 13 ð J2A CAR WASH ð Come get your car washed  
from 9 - 1 p.m. on Sunday, June 13th and support our J2A 
youth group in their final fundraising push before their pil-
grimage trip to Belize!  You may either drop off your car at 
the DanversBank parking lot, just down Central Street from 
Christ Church, or you can leave your keys with one of our 
valets!  
 

JULY 20 ð J2A òTHANK YOUó COFFEE HOUR - 
On Sunday, June 20th, after the 10 a.m. service, the J2A will 
be hosting the coffee hour as a way of thanking the parish 
for all their support in their efforts to raise money for their 
pilgrimage trip. 
 

JULY 27 ð PILGRIMAGE SEND -OFF DURING 10 
a.m. SERVICE ð On Sunday, June 27th, during the 10 
a.m. service, weõll formally pray over and send-off our pil-
grims before they head to Belize! 
 

Many thanks to our J2A mentors; Susan Casey, Anne La-
montagne, Matt Lennon, and Susan Donovan for their great 
work!   

mailto:ashoemaker@christchurchandover.org
mailto:ashoemaker@christchurchandover.org
mailto:dmoskal@christchurchandover.org
mailto:dmoskal@christchurchandover.org
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Are the Holes in the Back of the 

Church and the Tower Entrance 

the Beginning of the Building 

Project?  

Alison Novello, Sr. Warden 
 

N 
o, they are not!  The terrific rain storms we had 
earlier in the spring created holes in the mortar on 
the back wall of the sanctuary.  Additionally the 

roof around the tower leaks.  This has been an ongoing is-
sue and both situations will be fixed in the coming months.  
The property committee is addressing this as part of their 
continual building upkeep. A 175-year-old building always 
has a long list!  We had anticipated replacing the 40 win-
dows on the back-side of the Education Wing areas but 
these have been put on hold until these leaks have been 
repaired.  

Special Thanks to 

Young Singers & 

Parents  

 

A 
 very special òTHANK 
YOUó to the following 
young singers who have par-

ticipated in the choir program at 
Christ Church this year.  They have faithfully attended 
weekly rehearsals and have provided special music at the 
10:00 a.m. service, for Lessons & Carols, Christmas Eve, 
Palm Sunday, Easter, Childrenõs Chapel Services, and the 
Three Choirs Festival in Chelmsford.  I am indeed grateful 
to all the parents who provided transportation, snacks, and 
tremendous support for our talented young singers. 
 

Angel Choir (grades K-2) Georgia Adams, Lucy Adams, 
Tessa Bigelow, Michaela Chokureva, Sophia Macchi, Ellie 
Nowak, Katherine Stack 
 

St. Cecilia Choristers (grades 3-8) Kerrigan Bigelow, Sarah 
Carmichael, Chrispen Chokureva, Jr., Julia Dietz, Kathleen 
Macy, Madeline Michaud, Eileen OõFarrell 
 

Carnegie Hall Schola (grades 6-12 by audition)  Andrew 
Bottiger, Julia Dietz, Katelyn Donaldson, Katherine Finley, 
Eleanor Humphreys, Emily Ishihara, Jacqueline Sanger, 
Elizabeth Walther-Grant 
 

Thanks for helping to òmake a joyful noiseó!! 
With deep gratitude, 
Barbara Bruns 
Minister of Music 

 

 

 

 

 

Calling All Crafters,  

 Knitters & Artists!  

Christmas Fair 2010  
 

W 
e are beginning to gear up for the Christmas 
Fair. In an effort to lessen the pressure on pa-
rishioners during the busy fall and winter 

months, we are hoping that you will work on your projects 
over the summer. Whether you knit, paint, make scrap-
books or whatever your favorite craft is, we would love to 
hear from you now. Please consider contributing your tal-
ents to the Fair! Take your knitting needles and art supplies 
to the beach! Relax in your yard with your favorite project! 
 

We are hoping to revive the Fair this year and we really 
need your help. Christmas Fair 2010 will be a wonderful 
way to celebrate the 175th anniversary of our parish. 
 

We will have some instructions and/or ornament kits avail-
able at coffee hour on Sunday, June 6. 
 

If you can help, please get in touch with one of the Fair 
Chairs. 
 

Thank you!!! 
Nancy Haak   haakn@aol.com 
Connie Molinaro  mrimommy@yahoo.com 
Maureen Ryan  McaroL01@aol.com 

Strawberry Festival  

Sunday, June 13th  
 

I 
tõs that delicious time of year again!  
Come to our annual Strawberry Festi-
val on Sunday, June 13th following the 

10:00 a.m. service.  Lunch will be provided by the church.  
Please bring along a strawberry-based dessert if you are able 
(sign-up sheet is on the bulletin 
board).  Also bring along a picnic 
blanket if you would like to eat 
outside in the courtyard.  It will be 
a lovely way to celebrate the end 
of another òprogram yearó. 








